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Be watchful, and frengthen the things which remain, that 
are ready to die. 
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A Preliminary Diſcourſe concerning 


the Se1rIT or CHRISTIANITY, 


And the Corruption of it by falſe Notions of | 


Religion, 


TAVERY ſet of religious ſentiments 
4 muſt have its influence upon the 
mind, and will produce a particu- 


lar temper and caſt of thought, which 


will greatly influence the conduct. Chriſ- 


tianity is by no means an exception to 
this general obſervation. Its effect upon 
the Wer of mind is peculiar to it- 


ſelf, and except we feel as chriſtians, we 


cannot act as ſuch. 


Nothing can be conceived more excel- 


lent than the temper of mind that was 


42 inſpired 


. © 22 concerning 


inſpired by genuine chriſtianityogsnit 
appears in the life of dur Sapigur, has 
- apoſtles, and the primitive chriſtians. 
Ix Was that tem per that could only bein- 
8 ſpired by the worthieſt notions of the 
divine being, 85 righteous, good, and 
merciful; attentive to the antereſt of all 
His greatures, and qcceſſible to them. It 
was ſuch a temper of mind, as nathrally 
aroſe from the moſt favourable views of 
mankind, as ohr brethren, the offspring 
of che ſamg almighty parent, the ſub- 
jectsſ of his moral government, the ob- 
jects, of bis love, and partakers of the 
common ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt. At 
the ſame daa the proſpect that chriſti- 
anity opened to them of a future life, 
E them, 2: haſt;Fuperiority of mind to 
oft the in- 
| ines of e SE obſtruct. the 
growth of their) piety, towards Nocken an 
0 beneyolence tasznez man. Ne e 
4 trot 5e 54 ff Frcs” . ag Hie ag 
\; Burfalſe and ovptthy notions of God 
ang, of his moral government, and alſo 
of dhe whole, chriſtian ſcheme; too ſoon 
grept inte the en the ſpirit and 


ort ; temper 
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the Spirit of Chriſtianity. 5 


temper of e f Was debaſed i in 
the eee 344) 013. d 
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This corruption began dy the mixture 


of the Oriental, or more properly, of the n- 


dian philofophy, which waspretty muehthe 
ſame as' we now find it in che religion of 


Indoſtan. This is, probably, che moſt 
aßttegtef al the ſyſtems of heathen my- 

thology that we are acquainted with, and 
was the ſource of à great part of that 


of che Egyptians and Greeks, It was 
a fundamental principle in this philoſ6- 


phy, that, ſince the world Eönttäint 16. 
great a mixture of evil, the fupteme 


being, who is perfectly good, Was not 
_ himſelf the maker of xt ; but that” it 


Was the Production of lalbscher being, ei- 


cher independent of him, or derived from | 
him; I[t was alfo Anloörhet great princi- 


ple of this philoſophy, that all human 


ſouls were lapſed beings, of a ſuperior or- 


der, which had exiſted in ſome former 
tate 3 3 and ir was probably an attempt 


to connect chriſtianity with theſe y bo 


cheſies, that firſt ſuggeſted the idea Uf 
Jens Chi having been a pro-exiNeks 


S125 A 3 | ſuper- 
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0 W ug "Idea of Any 


Kiptrangele Foie, tered and Ro- 


ec 1 Wr TöfHf AT t U E. 


Fels doctrinè of the Old "THe, 
other rea- 

tüte the Heuvens and earttl, Befides the 
. 9 Su erbte Goal "Havitty 
is bypothefis] they were ann, led 


9 rie miſtaken Interpretation 6f ſome 


Palla ges of the Old Teſtament, and fup- 
Poſed, chat hel God is ther aid to 


Fare erkateckthe Wörld by his or (5G 


ee en Was" meant, and not the 

er, 6r tntrgy of God tia; 

aig he poſtle John Teens to have 
expreſſy to contradict and refute 


5 A by + elvrain! in the itro- 
düst Hs goſpel, that wWhat is called 


0 r Ihe abb, as Go hitnifelf, and 
not a being diſtiſſct frorm Hitt When, 
however, by means Þ this philoſophy, 
apr 1e Peu as made to of ap- 
pa? and to withdraw Kinſelf fin he 
wary ef men, 4 confi Table Change 

HCH Hike Place in SUP Keas" f 
id Attributes da chätacter, and Conſe 
1Þ tion ö oil mints 
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The 


"370 immediately acceflible 


TL he Athanafan doe of the, trinity 
giying men more objgcts, of divine hon 
38e than one, wariety, and conſequently 
amperfeftion. was, necellarily introdu 
into their ideas of God. It was impoſe. 
Hhle for the mind of man to conceive gf 
three beings, or perſons, as exactly alike.; 
and, indeed, the purpoſe of the ſcheme 
would not admit of its .. That uni 
therefore, of yenerable and amiable. at-: 
tributes, that had before been referred to 
one object, could no longer exiſt; and by 
this means God the Father, who, inſpite 
ef the modern notions, could not bat 
be conſidered as ſupreme, became dixeſt- 
ed, in their ideas, of ſome of his eſſen- 
tial, and eſpecially of his amiable attri- 
e and was no en the Oe 
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"Ia the thi of . I . n, ſaints 
eee eee e Of. . | Chriſt 
was introduced, the true idea of che li- 


5 vine go TN ment; Was 
8 loſt. God was no longer conſider- 


ed AS, che proper obj ect of r 
0h 18 estuxes, 


9 oh Th and 


Ee DUMP opined. 


anTMAHANS,” gbtrittgy yr degrees tus, 
of ia vAIety HE IEC of their 
dew vHot 4g tht Rdätkens had ifeBjeats: - 
of #85 dfferent KHiaracters antbdifpbsr! 
8 f — — 
ſicalg afk as biet fuperſtitiens i their - 
enlddhvöurs- td recommend themſetvesx6- 
tei favours? Phe beauty andidignity 
of devetibn being, by this means Aoſt, 
its "happy influence upon the mind wa- 
nifhed Hud arfftedd of being favourable: 
tocbB;enevolenceg ic became the ſourte of 
hatred, ranesur, and ꝓperſebution NO 
cruelties ever equalled thoſe that chriſ- 
tians Rave beem inffiguted eo by thinking 
that weh A Cn biur ; Hor w human 
4 pride ter ſd eenſpiduous) us it has been 17 
in te diHciples6Pthelmmeck and humble 
Jeſas7 »9s o oldita9} 22 enasft93ong {1 
zen 231 10t [Be 6 415101 II 
fatab corruption of men's dtleds of 
virtue and morab obligation wis che c 


ſeequenceiof falſe and corrupt motions uf 


God: for the methods they would hin 
of to recommend themſelves to his favour 
wandg of courſe vary with their ideas 
ptiais gheracter and diſpoſition: It is ina 
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all: the ſteps/ of this cor 


: t he Sirit of, Chrifjanity. _ OY 
wondergigparticulany that thenhadre;. 


couſo to, paing, | penanges,, and whi alba. 


calfmiftetitigs,:! when they imagined, they, 


had todo with an arbitrary and capyrs 
cious deity. Hence ſuch, ideas of glam 
and ſeverity came to ihe; annexed. IG 


religious liſe, as 55 neyer havę exiſted 
if the divine heing had been conſidered as 


one, who was, fimplyy a loveriof rige 


neſs,andd hater of iniguity. Theſe ideas we 


call montiſi, and ſuperſtitious 3 but thay: 


remain Where monks are no more, ard, 

where ſuperitition is diſclaimed. 1 bao 
ang 380 od bailsmps 1519 291116015 
IL do mot propoſe, im this place, to ir a8 


tion of the ſpia 
rit of chriſtianity. That our holy relig. 


gion has heen greatly eorrupted is What 


all proteſtants are ſenſible of, and they 


all profeſs a zeal for its reformation; 


ny tar oe ,of chem have been inore | 
to pull down than to huild up, eon: 


andes dem with the eaſiep taſks! 
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: By the labours of many convageims? | 
andi m oma aß che refftn 
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Aline © hone een gn . 8 
en ne fpifis of, ghnſtant 


much ſtill remains to be done, eſpecially 
_ ith; yoſpectto-fodirines; that! were] in- 
-traduced into the church in very early 
- ages, doctrines that entirely digfigurethe 
ebriſtian ſcheme, and; debaſei,ins/{pinit, 
that make thouſands. of unbelievers in 
+Chorſtian countries, and effectually pre- 
vent che general reception of chriſtianity 
among ewa, Mahametans; and Heathens. 
mean, chiefly, tlie doctrines that are 
4 — — e e een 51 15 
iin roo bas) 231 21 31 νν,ẽju ene 
I bas ,o9on>lovansd noh d vhtifirancdt 
e KR 18 true thad thoſe doctrines daily 
loſe ground with All. Perſons eee 
5 e but much remains to . 
to promote tlie all propagatio of 
Ai Mam tente as oppoſed-torthem: ; and 
being now, in a great meaſure, happily 
fret nom antichriſtian tyrrany, there is 
nnodther field m which we can exert our- 
nnn. of the chrif- 
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tag etisl, that in, blen fing be fen tas: 
Apo thut ſo greatty disfigürerdHD FER 
geh, debaſe its ſpirit; and obſtfucë res 
"progres 35 the world NL DOTOTAGATE | 
[1599s an d 0) engmor ft dom 


e is By no means from a fegartl ro 


* 


rnb only, hat am deſireus of romri- 


Buting th tele thiat may be in my poye- 
er towards rooting our the Above men- 
tioned antichriſtian errors The genu- 
ine ſpirit of chriſtianity and a proper 
attention to the duties of it, ate as mmeh. 
injured by theſe opinions; as the ꝓurity 
of chriſtian faith! If there be any thirls 


that diſtinguiſhes the chriſtian religien 


from all others, it is its tendency to ihſpire 
humility, candour, benevolence, and, I 


may add; chearfulneſs whereas, Tam 


convinced, from reflection and ohſervu- 
tion, that che opinions abovemertiongd 
tend to inſpire a gloomy, proud, unchari- 
table and malignant diſpofition. In 


many inſtances the ſweeteſt natural tei 


pers, and every other favourable cireum - 
ſtance in a perſon's education au d- 
-Ciety 5 Have not been ſuffibient to xoun- 
teract their baneful infſuence. But chere 


1813 Are 


12 4 DHDY bone p R 


5 assay Who vill affect ce beliete, or 
bfi alf believe theſe Vectrines doe 
who's -hopoiphlytperſandel of their 
EZ . 9 . cheir Practical 
|  hiflincels happily, little or nothing; anll 
chere are but few in comparifony though 
too many, whoſe hearts are much injur- 


ech hoſe giolsiniſcoriceptions'! 6n- 
| | 
| 


— as 


ceinitig God and religion.” 03 Dono⁰νẽẽm, 
"FR 1008 CT idols 101 is; {17 181 214 gde! 1115 
_—_ . Heede be wondered . 
== ſuippers of ati" miltere” and tyrannical 
1 deny" Thould keel 45am ef 
terper [that che WO itHlagine them- 
felveso te be! tlie peculiar Favotrrites of 
Goc, / ſelected from all eterfity from the 
reſt of mankiml, ſhould be proud ef the 
icin And Wh the: Phariſee, fa 3 
und Heß "Dunibuber than #h6# 5ithat 
pdtſons ſo fav HE Thould have little ce 
chat affechoni für thofe who ard repre- 
bated "of Bod, wha are never to Have 
| ubs Favour and in whoſe 
everlaſting 1Hery they: milder ever t- 5 
joĩce. It can be no wonder that perſons - 


W Habitaally: confider virtue ds HO fe- 


del wich che ditäne being for his prefers 
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t — Chrilienity. 13 


eace f he above another, ſhould. them- 
ſelxego be les influenced bye thoſe rin 
diples of honour and integrity, which 
according to che dictateg of nature, Hare 


the rhingsothat ware mum menen dle 
fivyour; of God. 105 H tf 518 fl 


FAT ont t er Stofw yd 007 


_Thoſewhopurſueheſontiments above 


mentioned to their juſt and only conſiſt- 
ent length, diſclaim all moral obligation; 


maintaining! that they were the ſame fa- 
vourites of heaven before ag after pont 
verſion, and have the ſame union 


with God when, they are 3 


vitious indulgencies, as in the moſt des 
vout meditation, orfervent prayer. Maay 
perſons, vhoſe natural [good / ſenſe ne- 
ſtrains them from theſchextravagancies 


of Opinion, Will, howexer have leſs ſcrut 
ple to defraud or.calumnate their neigh- 
bour, than to be.deficient in,thoſk; reli- 
giaus enereiſes, that give an air of ſano- 
tity to their; character, and make them 


appearorightrous before men. A 
tg f HO o Sd e 312 910 


© Theopinion that men are entirely pal⸗ 


: live in the work: of converſion and the 


99112 N new 


Iii A dener nge 
namrbirth;: aidundapable.of:ihemdel yes; 
— — 
 aliihnthatifavingsfaith.earififts inan agn 
ctiprance of, „ur as Hependande hn 
. raorkts f hriſb for ſal vation ai (Unce ait 
ia feeling rather tha an af οf he mind) 
Whatcchky are fond of calling! threwnng: 


themſelves upon Chriſt, or a reſting nb 


Chrift for. ſalvation, muſt be the ſource 
eee 
f pho t per ſuadel themfelvesthatthey 
habe feli what che conceive to correſ- 
Pond cchoſeiphraſes, andiwhoibelieve 
chat thoyennDe be the ehildren of d 
withour having falt it. In his obfer- 
vation; area mot chat Ltpeak: eo the 


Arid — Wand da fears 

ad are driven tg deſpaircby theſe opini- 
ons; ande donſidering dhemfalves , as 
abandoned of God, plunge themſelves in 

_atomndruint: any perſons aun fancy 
hemſelves to have chrough this 
aff of undleſcrihable neu- birthy as the. 
Heling they have of it is iticapable'sf be- 
Aug defined, they ub v cry apt to fuß- 
* ©; "mx 
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the: Shirir o ri Chriftiahtity. 15: 


pet kik rollt or genmaieneſs anll <omnficr 
queitby till he ſubject tothe moſt diſtreſ. 
_ {np doubts and fears; beęauſe they wills 
appretwnd themſelves: to be in a moſt 
dreadful fituation; out df Which they: 
lave mo power to reſoue themſelves, and 
e n ee 
pentance. WN 0 Bean dss * 
9: wot 34. enz 3 0 
e et „ 
ta doubt of the genuineneſs of their faith, 
and the reality of their converſion and 
new birth, they will have ſfuch an ided 
of kheir rank and ſuperiority to thè xeſt 
b d, as muſt be utterly deſtruc⸗ 
dive of chat ahriſtian kamility) through 
the influence of which we are torwwork 
out our ſaluatian avith fear and tremblang, 
and will be inſpired with a more infuf- 
ferable, and a more dangerous pride than 
7 PRA Foie en 
ateaviolinmeils 224: 
When once ts benden e 
ang arg ſo much lowered, as they muſt 
| be befoxe they can ſuppoſe him to act in 
an arbitrary manner in the preferenge he 
Sixes to his rational and accountable 
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„ When the win f any 1 
10 18 Tengngeg; ak 
motalways found that all its ef cog. are 
immediately removed wath. it ʒ and mucl. 


leis is chis the caſe with the human mind 

baſſe nations im asligion xitiare g mans 
temper and diſpoſition, with the whole 
turm of his thinking and acting; anc 


when * leſe have heen long, fixec they | 


argiſeldom or, mever,, cafrely; chang 
„The, Hd aſſociationg will recur, and - 
Alan comes; too late tochreak them., Thus 
the fear of being alone in, the dark re- 
Mains long after che leaſt, belief in ap- 


Paritions. Thoſe perſons, therefore, 
whoſe minds have been deeply impreſſ- 


ane fancy! and youth, With ab- 
unworthy, aptions, of God, may 
ae able, habitually ang practically, 
do gegard him in that amiable light, 14 
which he is repreſented in the;golpel.;. as 
pot ink filial reverence, Ine. and 
cg to all his creatures. Having 


conſidered the SITE M198, in no 


ennie A bother 
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Wo One thatof tric moral g 
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in n times. d oog 


5 
the: Almighty had in view, in che diſ- 
penſation of the goſpel, was the refor- 


7 ay, that the great end. Which 


mation of ad finful worlds and that, 
whereas, before} the coming of Chriſt 


alone, was honoured 


che Jewiſ nation 


wirk the tixle uf the peculiar perpls of 
Cd, tht general eee - the 


gdipel-of Chrift was intended to procure 
him, from all nations ee To a 


- prcnliar peuple Zealous- of: Ss ae 
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Exerychriſtian ſociety, cherefore, hay 
ing the ſame abject in a particular place, 
that chriſtianity in general has with; re- 


ſpect to che world at large, ſhould. be 


_ conlideredi as a voluntary aſſociation of 
Per ſons who embrace chriſtianity, and 


ho age deſirous of taking-the moſt ef- 


foctual methods to n che real ends 
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2 ane, abbey. enberizet-t 1 
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to echibit to the world around ther 
engaging pattern of chriſtian ee 


CH/UR CHAIES GIPALENE. 5 
of it; or, in the language of ſcripture, 
40 built theniſelves wp 4 An the holy faith 


whereof they make profeſhon, to edify one 
.attotber,: amd 10 en h dave _— 


good Works. sc tt) 


he members of Clifictian ſocieti 


faith, hope, and joy; chat othere, ſce- 


ing their good vor, may glorify» their 


father Ae wad d 
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In every chriſtian We therefore, 
ere ſhould be proviſion forcadrtorkfid- 


ing all thoſ&- who tranſgreſs their du 


ty; for:reproving; rebuking, or e borting, 


Vrherever there may be occaſion for it; 


for taking every favourable opportunity 
of ſuggeſting uſeful hints cautions; And 
encbouragements; in order to make good 


impreſſions on che minds of all, at thoſe 
ſeaſons in which they are moſt likely 


to be deep and laſting; as in time of ſiok 
_— CINE diſtreſs. More f- 
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Harly attended to, chat they he. carefully 
naed in the Feen PrAG- 
cal principles of chriſtianity, in prdder 
They may he! well prepared. for en- 
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"tering upon life with advantage; 150 
res 


Proof againſt the temptations and 
e ee be expoſed in it. 
. * FI wry WATETING Wende be 


7h 5 means, the great mo- 
: 0 c 115 being continually kept 
in remembrance, every memher of the 
ſociety may be pr epared far, every good 


vg and work, be diſpoſed to act with 
| dignity, as becomes men 
andi chriſtians, upon every 
hte, and. 55 oe MY: compoſure and 
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II T0 gain theſe, great 1 valuable 
ends, 1 in the preſent ſtate of human na- 


ture and of the world (in which every 
man is continually, in danger of ſwery- 


ing from his duty, of indulging, lome 
_ Inordinate, paſſion, and con: 
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gained 


occaſion, in 


per ales eceffürvr for n end can be 
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tamed without adequate tens ? ard 
ther mechöds tha . adopted By the 
apöftles aud 5 9 chr wee 
"Excttlently calculated to t te Pan Uheſe 
5 ＋ oſes. BY D& 0 SR] 78 8 11 Irin 93 
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Ihe plan of a clithink church Was o- 
e the ſame with that of a Jovi 
"ſynagogue, which (chöügh, T believe, it 


was not of divine appoinement)” Wha 


"admirably" fimple and proper. Syn- 


| gogues Were! places' ſet apart for the rea a- 


ing and expounding. of the law; And 
alſo for prayer. Here the people in 


the neighbourhood: aſſembled forithele 


purpoſes, every ſabbarh-day. A num- 
ber of che more elderly per Tis And 
thoſe who had the moſt influence in che 


neighbourhood, had the title of Dp, or 


elders, were appointed rulers of the y- 


nagogue, and had fome Kind of autho- 
dhe over choſe n belonged to the 


N ray diſtinguiſhed from che ret aur 
only by precedence, and having the di- 
rection of che ſervice. The apoftles aid 
| HON chriſtians „havirig beem uſtd 
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46itieſe regulations in places of public 
Worip; adopted them in che ronſtitu- 
tion f ehriſtian churches. to 919w 181: 
217810 
When, therefore, in conſequence of 
preaphing the goſpel in any place; a num- 
ber of perſons were converted; the apdſ- 
tles n mmediately formed them into a r -- 
Zular body, and appointed proper Meni. 
Thoſe who were diſtinguiſhed for their 
age) gravity good character; and know- 
ledge, were made 'presbyters; or kiders; 
or, as they are ſometimes called, b:/hops, 
ugh this laſt vitle was very ſoon appro- 
iated\to' lone! of them; cho Was not, F 
awever,)fuperioritortherothevelders in 
W o authority, but, only lee prevent 
vHf un) preſided in the aſſembly, and 
fupbrintended the buſineſs of preaching, 
baptizing, and adminiſtering the Lord's- 
Supper. He alſo gave orders with reſpect 
to ſome other tlüngs, in which a num- 
berccbuldi not act to advantage. 0: 1A 
910 28 bonobflnos vino egit, Foc F191 eifd3 
10 Beides elders: and biſhops, Dearong, 
_alſmdrcreappointed:: They were perſoris 
r nnen 
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A and. The bifhop, particularly-in admini- 
ſteriüng to the poor, and in other; things 
dtuat were of a civil, and not of a rte 
1 nature. 
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- C1 But it Was a deere rpricieplenip 

the conſtitution of the primitive churches, 

thak no:regulation,-or-refolution; reſpect- 
3 ing the:ſtate-of- the: whole church, could 
= — but by the body of the people. 
I They alſo chofe the n e the elders, 
as well as the deacons. SH u gel 


"8 - rade 91 18 nn mel 3JR 72113 "fi 10 


0 e Who flouriſhed A. P. 360, 
PS that hothing was neceſlary!,t9; the 
regular conſtitution. of a church but ela 
ders and deacons; and chat in chuxrhes 
where none of the elders were thought 
worthy of any diſtinguiſhed rank, chere 
was no ere Minus bug ,gnixnged 
15 5941 7 re 12 UC) ty qu | 
At wascithe bulneſs af TT 1 

by no means of the biſſiop only,(whozin 
this reſpec, was only conſidered as one 

of them) to watch over the JocietyyFor 
the moral and rdigious purpoſes:abayts 
mentioned. This is very evident foam 
bas? the 
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danst⸗ Paul, when; on his voyage to\Jere- 


alem, he called for the elders of Ephé- 
Fas, addreſſed himſelf to them all alike, 
rticular 


owichout diftinguiſhing any pa 
Perſon as biſhop, or miniſter; and, giving 
chem all that name gromifedorily, vl. 


\Hbrted them to rale heed to themſelves, and. 


Fo he flock” over which the Holy 'Ghojt 


had made them ovenſeers (or biſhops, 
ee adtttu to feed the church of Cod. St. Peter 
Alo 1 Ep. v. 4. exhorts theſe elders to 


ford ihe" Noch of | God; \takinig the oe 


thereof, not of conſtraint, but withngly; not 
for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind, Orc. 


To. 191310 n! 9414 01 1 40 1109 1 1 14 


mne office of elder being b much 


importance in the church, che apoſtle 
Paul is very particular in deſcribing 


"thaſe who were proper to be appointed to 


it, In his epiſtle to Titus, i. F. &cl he 

Fives the following account" of them. 

FN t hr UHẽ,-left thee in Crete” hu thou 
= Wh oleſÞ"\ſep"in der the” things that arc 
— BHP gy" OY lov n eder city; as 
I 7 Had 
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teach ʒ not given to wine, u 


CHAIR CHI DIS CI PT INE. an 
I hadſunpuinted thee, Mi any be blatelgfr, 


the husband of one wife, having faithful 


children, not accuſed of riot, or unruly : for 
4 biſhap {or one who overſees others) anuſe 


bei blameleſs, as t he ſteν,uM , God, not eli 


dilled, not ſoon angry tt giwen f 95 Witte, 
nd: ſtriker, not given to ltii lucre ʒ but a 


lover of heſpitality, a lover of. good men, ſa- 


ber, jaft, holy, temperate s holding Halt abe 


faithful\wword, os he has heen taught, thut 
he may he able, by. ound doctrine, both to 


= exhort, and ta convince gainſayers. It is 


evident, at firſt fight, that the apoſtle, in 
chis paſſage, uſes the terms glder, and 


f Wee aka both 
to bre ne Hs No Yon Wc 
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. is, no Jacks: to the ſame order of 


men, that this el directs the follow- 


ing advices, 1 Tim. ili. 1. This, gti 


faying 3 f any man giro the office hf g,bi- 
pep: (overſeer; or elder) be deſires 4.gaad 


thing. A biſhop," then, L112 be: biame lg, 


the thusband of. one wiſe, ig lan, fabric 


: good be haauour, 4 ven to. De/prtalityg\\apt 0 
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4 * the predbyrer, ſays he, be tender 1 


wilig the widbw 


beton; one that ruleth 66 
N , V ung his children in fulbjeBion I 
a all 78 RO Fer Vn man Fro not 
Bub th rule hir own” houſe, Ho Ppul f S 
rake cart of the church of God ? No as. 
Vier 12h, bring Bfttd up with pr , he fall 1 


ray, 2 go report "of > 1 
500 , beft A IN mud 1h} | 
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this church of Phillip, chat che original | 

A f "the ch aracter, duty, and autho- Y 
| efbyrer, or elder; was not al- E 
wad | in the middle. of the ſecond century. — 
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© oh merciful, Co coftipationate towards 
— at i 5 who ate in errors, 
„viliting all whotare weak,” vor neßleck⸗ 
nd an, and him 

erhar is poor; but ever — that 
hich is honeſt in the fighe"of- God 
ien Vapſtaining from all wrath, 
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elders; at Rome in the following pa 
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aint any man; not rigid in judge- 
eee knowing that we are all fa ty, 
* and. gbnoxious to judgement.” \ King's 8 


a n a n wiege church, P- 59. 
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In times '« perſecution this order of 
Shs: was particularly uſeful, in diſ- 
charging all the duties of the epiſcopal, 

or paſtoral. office, in the, abſence of the 


biſhop or miniſter, and. at his appoint- 


ment. Thus Cyprian, Biſhop of Carth- 
age, while: e writes to his elders, 
. e hem to difcharge his on 
and their office too j that ſo nothing 

« might be wanting, cht to bed ee 
or diligence.“ ib. Poe di l 26 55175 1 
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We ſee, the ſerniments\ o* the body of 


5444 


of a letter, which they wrote to the el- 
ders at Carthage about the ſame time: 

* And ſince it is incumbent upon us, 
ho are as it were biſhops, to keep yo 


o „Hock in the TOoom of the paſtor; 2 if we We 


all be found negli ent, it will berfid 


„unte us, as it was to our careleſ pre 


ae biſhops: in Backe ee . 
1018 that 
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e thatwelookeddorafterthatwhich was 
« Jaſt, sv ddnO Ee him thi want” 
0 dered, nor bound up him that was 
64 lame; but we did eat their milk, and 
* wnre covered with cheir wool. * 15. P. 63. 
I 580110 & 9bsm cook 110161136) 11. Pl to 
In d Abende both of the biſop aud 
lddrsptherddaoons officiated' in all mi- 
niſterial duties. IH of 30 134 { 23 16413 82 
2115 ni BAA How gourns! Dos gl. 1085 5 
All abe (firſt for mation of chriſtian 
churc hes; there fees not to have been, * 1 
im an reſpect, the leaRdhserenes between 2 
5 theiriehters und their biſhops, II point o. 4 | 9 
quahification For che miniſterial” office; B 
notwill it bewonderedat; whenitis cots” 
ſfidevedþ that they ere alike converts 1 
froni the commen ranks ' of fe, a and 
 thatzwanle of- them could have Been edu- 
catediſ with a wi te any employmeut 
ofs that kind. Alſb, as the biſhops g ave. 
little cor nobladreslbf: their ate 46 tb wy 3 
cierpz they had-little or no greater tate” 
in- che 'chareh's'- ſtoek;/ than cher lie 5 
derd3. an dino bi ö er cer G0 war.” 1 
 ly,mainthined eüt of it, unlefb He Had 
no other 3 and gave his Whole 
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more. 
church than any; of the other elders ; and 
at length. it became the cuſtom of the. 
weſtern churches, to divide all their col- 


CHWRCEH DISEIPLANE. 1 
tie, adlattention to che duties of his 


_ offiegyr which was ſeldom or never the 


calf 3&3 fried 4 barod ION D919D . 
bas Alia 112d 1 bib 5 10d ; st 
It, appears, however, that the nature 

of their ſituation ſoon made a change in 

this reſpect. It was found neceſſary, fr 
the hongur and eredit of chriſtianchurch⸗ 
es, that the biſhop mould bea man of 
reading and learning, well verſed in the 
ſcriptures, and capable of 'expaundinig 
them; thoroughly acquainted: with the 
grounds and principles of the chriſtian 
religion, and able to defend them againſt 


the objec ions of the Philoſophers, and 


other enemies of chriſtianity in thoſe 
days. For this purpoſe he could not 
do leſs then give his Whole time to en 
dead other duties of his ſtation- 
Upon. this, the biſhops began to ſhare 
largel ey in the revenues of the 


letions, into four parts; ef which the 


1 ; 5 had, ane, the elders and deacons, 
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a delivvione of al ane 
F theſe who had need ef Inftrue: — 
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effects on their diſpoſit 
and it ſcems to beiagreed by all writer 
chat, in thoſe early times, the chriſtians 
Wee remarkable for che virtues chat are 
ill more emphatically called chriſtign, 3 
ſuch ais meckneſt, patience; ſuperiority f 
mindato the World, and thei ſtrongeſt 
attachment co one another, and to their 
religion with reſpect to. ſome of which, 1 
im xuſt he oed, they were greatly a. 
Rited by a general expectation. of the A 
ſpeedy coming of Chrift to judge the 1 
world. For ſeveral centuries their church — 7 
behfiires had ia aid from che civil power, 
aud yet they were! more dreaded than 
they have ever been fince, With all the > 
n abet penalties ſuperadded to 
rm £2607 ot 7; vob fel ods 38 find) 
2s 40 noinrifamo» THB Do nr * 
rroHhtirb rule off proceeding {in{>thele — 7 
 «hurch-cenfurgs;: was that;whichas laid B 
_ fokimby our Saviour, the proppetyand — 
_reafdnablenels fl; Which, 145:evident at 13 
firſteſight. thy brother, fays he, Matt. 
wordiuaky ban 28. hall itreſpals ug ninſt 
the ,ngoand\ tulln his, fault, —_ 


ther 3 _— ths; wall; hear 
of ded thee, 7 
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ber, ho baft' gamed | thy brother. Hut 


if Beru ng hear aches, take" ebith bhee 
one i HD more, that in the mouth! of, tl 
ort hrs witneſſes, every word may be gab. 
Hed: And if he ſball naglect them, reli 
1 10 Ehe church; but if he nog lect to hear 
the ebirch, let him be to thee as an heuthen 
zen, and u publican, He adds, Verily I 
fay' Wntol go whatſoever he ſhall bind vn 
earth," ſhall be bound in raven; and what- 


| Joever®. ye'fhall _— on earth, all. be 465. 


. in hun. io 8 * 103 5 9 591 | 
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From this it was generally concluded, 
chat the cenſures of che church, paſſed 
in a ſolemn and unanimous manner, 
would-be ratified cat the tribunal of 


Chriſt, at the laſt day; ſo that a perſon 


cut off from the communion of the 
church here, would be excluded from 
Heaven! heveafter. And, indeed, if a 
man's conduct were fuch; as expoſed him 
to his cenſure of his fellow chriſtians, 
of whoſe Kindneſs and affection he hall 
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had abundant experience, and when they 
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te under no bias or prejudice in giv- 
Een judgments, it is more than pro- 
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bdblecthacib would he juſt, and here“ 
forb would be ratified in heavent> and 
Ne miy preſume, that in primitive times, 
chüs Was generally the caſe; notwith- 

| ſtanding it cannot but be acknowledged, 
that arwhole ehureh may judge uncha- 
ritably and raſhly, and än this caſe ns 


doubt, their cenſures will not be, xatifi- 
ed at the righteous tribunal of Gd. 
rod t bacikmremitib to aH 2notM97 
Whatever Was ech the effect of 
church eenſures in thoſe times was. very 
extraprdina ry; notwichſtandi ng all that 
was done to thoſę HO IV 
theme magen ON Hr Wreligi- 
ousaſferr mblies; fora longer ——— 
of tame; accarding)ta: the natureſof their 
offence, In no gaſe were excommuni- 
cated > Perſons reſtored eto dhurch com ; 
munion without public confeſſion, and 
wo ſome caſes, as in repeated a poſtacy 
from den ity they were not abhſolu-· 
eden in the hqur af death, burt det to 
the judgment of God only. 
3891 off} 21;toboadT 101599 n H 
dtwab cuſtomary, we are informed, 
fs perigns under Kntence off excummu- 
543 8 9 nication 


2 
NES: 
-? 
ur 
7 
. 
r 
p. 8 eel 
** 8 
2 
by. 
PR Sh 
en 
3 
. 
IS 
„ 
7 HET 
e 
251 71 
. 
0 * 2 
IS 
a 7 
5 * 
2 
— ia 
5 
7 
or 
L 
A, 


_ 


> * 1 „„ 
r oa Rees 2 any, Z : 
r e 


CHURCH DTS IP EINE. 21 


nicatibhito attend at the doors of dhe 
churcln (for they were not permitted to 
enter) with all the marks of the deepeſt 


dejection ant contrition; 4 intreating the 


miniſters ant people; with tears in their 


eyes, making voluntary confeſſion, and 


earneſtly begging their prayers, and re- 


ſtoration to che PE of the churet” [ 


bow lo I8gngodro evog3mQry 540 18 h 


Perſons the ma diſtinguiſhed for their 


wealth or power, were indiſeriminarely 


ſubject to thoſe church cenſures, and 


had no other method of being reſtored 


to the peace of the church, but che ſame 
humiliation and contririen thar was ex 
pected of the 'meaneſt' of tlie ſociety. 


When Philip governor ef Egypt would 


have entered à chriſtian church, after 
the commiſſion .of ſome flagrant crime; 


the biſhop forbad hin till he firſt made 


confeſſion of his ſin, and paſſed through 
theorderof penitents; a ſentence, which; 


we are told, he winter, ſubmitted to. 


Fs 14 LS; 10 * 491118 9 oil? 


Even the emperor Thendofius the great 


Was excommunicated by Ambroſe biſhop 
of:Milan,> for a barbarous ſlaugliter of 


indian C 3 the 
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—— 3 of eight months, | 
and was not received into the church | 
ib after the moſt Humble confeſſibfl of 1 
His offence, and giving the moſt unde- 1 
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1 LAV „ in the preceding fo 

5 os 5 given, Ke view of che blk Enes of 

the antient church diſcipline, and the 

general effects f it; 1 ſhall now oe 
our to trace tl br ie corruptions' df it. 
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che rſt great change! in the conſtituti- 
b 46 ad diſciplite or the chriſtian cbureh, 
"was the TE TRAY of che pre. 
efders, and of the deacons als, iilto 
aach Tank of fingle Piſhöps in chütrehes; 
elch Was, Af fact, an anftthildtion of 
10R8t hp dint ili Vf Heh, nd. 
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1 chrowing the whole government off 
8 church into the hands of one perſon . 
Ia | dyTedd 30 On 19919997 108 ror bas 
10 Tho manner n 9 tgok 
= the Sinbay of — in any lags be- 
1 came too great to aſſemble, with conveni- 
e nce, in one building, they erected other 
= places of public worſhip ; but (conſider- 
ing thoſe not as new, and d. inc hehurch 
es, but as branches of the old one) in 
order to preſerve the connection inder 
mother church, they did not ordain al 
new biſhop, but oy all the minifteria 
duty done, either by ſome of che forp 
er preſbyters and deacons; ; or b 
. preſbyters and deacons ordained. for & 
. purpoſe... In this train things ea ev. 6 
till, at length, the mother chure ; 
Fon of the 3 . Aend- end 5 ; 
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mother ehurehg ber 


_ Wake, Except Sach- ag lived hhnitht 20357 
autre ſo chat che members chriſt: 
arꝶ qgcigties had do donger ſueh partica- 


before. 
55nampStno> > 38d3 vs on been I 
- Far ſome time, however, when new 
churches weae erected, in places at a diſc: 
tam rm any capital town; they wert 
governed: by new made billiops, preſ- 
1 cent lake the original } 
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| pariſon of the opule NCC. and ſplendour 
the. city biſhops 5 aud. as, che yen 
t £/Copery gained ground, hey 
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te miniſlees,/\ Very serflel gen 
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ofi9ptoſbyters/: Upon this tho ſeherte bf 
epiſcopacygſ as it is now! generally zun. 
denſtooi, aS fully eſtabliſhed. Here 
were bithops in capital tons only, Ane 
allfthe churches wächzn their RH 
were” governed by PIR: or dea 
cons ; under nean 97 bisq 99019978 Tel 
910196 

I need not fay that the conſequence 
of this change in the external goverh- 
ment of the church, was che dera le 
of the antient internal (diſcipline; when; 
inſtead of; there being a number of per 
— in every church, 7 feed be Hoc 
dad, thene was only a biſhep in à Capital 
„whofe Whole attention was gene 
rally employed upen the emolumerits- 
and authority of his office,” with reſpect 
to the inferior churelies; which Were 
governed by a ſingle preſpyter or dead 
con, dependant upon the dioceſan bill 
chiefly, for his nomitativg, and uf u 
his people for bis reveniies.” baden 
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gi ꝑꝰꝗuV⁊Vꝝṽ . O29 a eo Aer oe 
R 


— I 


— 


— —. 


— ———̃ — 
— 5 . — 
2 
” 


— —_——_—_—_ — 
— — 


1 
\ 


d HAN Is AN ONT") 


hitch cenſureps 0, animhdvert pn 
Particular opinion, as well as practices}; 
i eonfeqy 
exceptionable characters and /f et 
ae excommunicated; if they onhyſhetd 


"opinions' thar/had” been condemned by 


a council or ſynod: © The perfons thus 


cenſured, often formed ſeparate church- 


es, and, in return, excommunicated Wers 


' who had excottimunicated chem. od 
10925 10 2513710 2114 6 Me. Wat NIN 
ofte'tlits' ſtate of murükl hoſtility things 
"often continued a long rime, till the in- 
Hence of an emperor; or fome other 
foreign eircumſtance, determinètl the diſ- 
pute in favour of one of them, Which 


2 Was from theneeforth deemed! the ortho- 


lde de öf the dueſtibn; while the other 
Was condemned as Hheretical. It is well 


known that the Arians and Athanaſians 


= Were, ; in } this manner, Te puted) orthodox 
(1 by turns „ A8 both had the fanction of 
-councils/ and emperors in their favour .-; 
I! eilly 1 in conſequence of mere faction, and 


| liche authority of the emperors, the Par 5 


ty 6f Athanaſius happened: to -prevail.at 
„Buft. But the firſt: remarkable abuſecof 
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ence of lich mew bf un- 
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che power off excommunication, Le Clerc 


lays/was on account of the celebration 
of Eaſter, when Victor, biſhop of Rome, 


exdommunicated all the Eaſtern church- 
es that did not celebrate that feſtival at 
„ time with the Weſtern church- 
W 8 * 802. NI 
to od The primitive aa diſcipline w was | 
farther. corrupted by the annexing of 
civil penalties to the ſentence of excom 
munication. Theſe were introduced 
when tlie Roman emperors became chriſ- 
tians; for in the imperial conſtitutions, 
made after that event, we preſently find 
various civil een added to 
3 and che 
— of his err. ae e 
and civil polity received a freſh ſanction 
upon the converſion of the Germans, 


| Gor ho, Celtes, and other Northern nati- 


ons. Theſe people had been uſed to an 
excommumicution in their own. pagan re- 
ligions, and the conſequences; of ;+it 


-had always been the moſt-dreadful civil 


Penalties and diſabilities. Among che 


ie 8 the eee, perſons re 


looked 
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bed Ufer 48 Gicked ind'fdadatous 
ofeeches. Rll People ſnlunrled thET SHH 
Pafly, They Were not allewedUt hel be- 


elk ef che cores öf juſtice / Ro were 


adftted- thb unye Sell ef Honour bf 
rekt Hin the demmiuflity. 190 MIA M6319) 


Taboo bas . 8 ,o28mimghq arr 


10 Ofirchis Pprejuflicu of the people the 


chriſtian priefts2 willingly tobk advan- 

tage, as hyothis means they could over- 

ae tchoſe D deſpiſed: mere church 
cehfurds ; whach;o indeed had bedome 


waly:.comteriptible;oby the manner in 
which chey had been conducted. Civil 


Pen alties for offences againftithe church 


| cagie! td: be; conſidered as a crime of ſo 
nus a Nature, that burning alive 
was decreed: to b the proper punzthment 
for it and this horrid (exceſau was nat 


_ confinedito chel church of Rome, Which 
is runf ac the «blood: of the mar tynt, 


ee by rer lat of the reforms: 
ed themſelves. 

ils eotuds Soils to 35025p3}c05 al 
Under the preceding axticle, l MAP 
bafpad to have enumerated the moſt 
Hiorrid 


were 2macreaſed by degrees, till hereſy 
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hornd, abnſewf church diſcipline;,.but 
that whyah may. more properly hg cally 
ed, thei moſt, ſcandalous, abuſe of it, was 
che anjunction of 4; yariery of zidicuJaus | 
penaucco, as walking barefoot, repeatinga 
certain number of. 1 ater-uofters and Auen 
Marias, pilgrimages, &c. and eſpecially 


the olnromurnticio of | thofeafor ſuns of 


money; whereby; at length, every: ſin 


had its fixed price; and a perſon might 
purchaſe a pardon, not conty for all he 
fins he had actually comimatted, butt for 
all thoſe that he, or any fixed number 


of perſons night connüt, in any giutn 


time to comes: That no offences, o o- 
gaſions of making theſe profits, might be 


neglected, and alſo that the pricits might 
confirm and extend their influence oνο,jC& Vͤ 


the pebple i a variety of ways, the pra- 
tice of autular bonſeſſion Was introduca | 
ed. It was ithe ſcandal of 2nuulgtuers 
that was the immediate. cauſe of che re- 
formation in Germany, headed by! had 
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fulid of, walt! Wealth to che prieſts and 
thecurt of Rome, who ſpent the ſums 


they dextorted from the ſuperſtition ef 


che people in the moſt abominable ex- 
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truly primitive diſcipline; has fieber yet 


t fill che propriety and vigour of the 


been reſtored. All eſtabliſhed churches, 


1 believe, have! annexed" more 0 leſs of 


civil penalties to che entenee bf” excottt- 
nication 3'and* allchurches „eſtabliffi⸗ 


ed. or no ot eſtabliſhed, have ebnfbündted 


ee opinion, 3 1. ©. mere miſtakes 
t e with the corrul tions of the 


'Y 4 1 EZ Fj 
ng 2 801 315 „& —5 * 4 32 0812 8A 1 


In 


85 


5 3 . HY A 777 ͤ c 8 7 
F „ in iii gd bt >. „ OLDS 4 r : N 3 
8 D S 7 * #5 8 1 FRI-, . TTV TCC 

r I oye 5 af oe + s 

8 * 8 2 Wy - 1. VIE, 9 T% Gn SON 

SENS 5 I . K N 2 * — 


7 2D TTC d N L —_ —— —_ 
8 T1 . Py 1 2 3 In N IT 5 ae 
2 5 J). ee ET REe St inn 
»; . 3 C 
: J!!! OT II pn ns 
2 EET 2 


+2 


—_ 
1 
. 31 
n 
e 


N 


IT 
It, - 


CHURCH DISCIPLINE. 36 


dn therchurch of England, as in the 
church of Rome, neither the biſhop not 
the preſhyter do, in the leaſt, correſpondꝰ 
to choſt orders of men in the primitive 


church. The biſhop, inſtead of preſidy 


ing in one ſociety of chriſtians, who meet 


in- one ꝑlace, is encumbered. with; the 


ſuperintendency of a large dioceſe, or 
| diſtrict, in which are many churches; 4 


and the preſbyters, or prieſts, are thoſe 
who officiate, in theſe ſubordinate church 
es. The en alſo, are only ameri- 


fters, or clergy. of an inferior claſs, a nid 
nothing is left to correſpond to the an- 
tient elders, ſeveral of Whom generally 
prefided in every primitive church. Fl 


little that doth remain of this office, to- 


gether with that of Oran, is dope by 


596 hmrebigardene., Jeans 

3. og 1 5 1 4 courts, . in Flick 
church cenſures and excommunications 

are paſl, d, in which lay-chancellors and 
miſſaries preſide (officers unknown 
x; more than four centuries in the chriſ- 
tian, 0 urch) courts in which the | 
vexatious civil penalties | are, reinflicte - 30 
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elders; While theſe latter, bein 8 not ſo 
well qualified for the work, and their 
office itſelf commanding little or no re- 
ſpe, werd overlooked! by the people; 
and beſides not being paid for their ſer- 
vices, the people were more careful not 
to give them unneceſſary trouble. The 
elders; therefore, having little or nothing 
to do in the ſociety, | the formal ordinas 
tion of them, by prayer and impoſition. 
of hands, grew into diſuſe; and "the 
deacons, whoſe office could not ſo well 
be! diſpenſed with, were nominated'by 
the miniſter himſelf, with' the tacit cone 
. of the * 
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el may allo" be fuppoſtcd ed: have 
contributed to Wy diſaſe of mnopuntleldees, 
that tie people, without" diſtinctiün- of 
Perfens, Were Gefu ous of prbeuring the 


Ayers and advice of any perſonsp an 


cke cer who hadia character for un- 
erat aud piety. For many of 


kheſée; being modeſt perſons, choſt to 


continue theſe ſervices, and in other re- 
ſpects, alſo, to do the duty of elders, with- 


det any formab appointments! Chriſtian 


Zea Uiddecreaſing in peaceableſtimesp fewer 
&f:th6ſe perſons were to be found; ſo 


that lat length; moſt: of bun ſatieties 


were deſtitute both of nominoh elders, 
dad ald of any perſons ta doi the duty 


Pfelders. At the ſame time religious 
1 eah"decreafing- alſo among the people, 


There was very little demand for thoſe 
offices for which :elders were applied oto 


'by.othe 5 people; and conſequently the 
unt of them was not ſo ſenſilile; and 
che Want of what they didas ät were 


c Hficio or without ſolicitation, as - 


vilng}! and exhorting, &. was: mot of 


ſuch a nature as to e any great. 
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og As lugury and;ja Jove.ot,, plęaſure 
A naturally prevail in times, of, peace, dt 
woas found more difficult to engage men 
df fortune toffill up the ſtation of elders, 
and in places where-this, church pores 
1 was in the hands of per ſons of the lo 
ee.ſt ranks, without natural inffuenge or 
3 authorizy, the whole buſineſs en 

1 but fink into contempt. 51515 5151 
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4 4. 80 long as a kind of gigen hs 
regard to miniſters Was kept up among 
L che Diffeaters, they had an authority, 
7 which}! in ſome meaſure, ſuperſeded. all 
1 other powers in the congregation ut 
cis undue reverence; is now generally 
flubſided, and, as might naturally be 
to che other extreme; {or that the Whole 
9 powercof church diſeipline being in the 
4 Hands of he miniſter, and his authority 
aAtid infllibnce in a manner, annihilated, 
I our ſocieties! are left deſtitute: of any 
- proviſion for thoſe purpoſes for which 
cchs⸗antient diſcipline was eſtabliſnedii- 
28918 yas none 03 26 S1yI8a & Hoff 
F. The diſcipline of a church has ſanie- 
„ 8 . times 
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times: been loſt upon a change gfomie 
miſtars+:; — elden ) anniſterz 


ſuffieient authgrity, fa 
a2Fo Purpoſe: of church discipline ʒ hut 


wene:; pallefled 


theiz ſucceſlors, being young men, could 


not wth any propriety aſſume: the ſame, 


They; would only have expoſed; theras 


elxes to ridicule, by the, attemptñ and 
before, they had, got years and; experi- 
enc g, the people, haying been wnacgaly 
tamed to any ki 

note bear it. Ichus has m 
thority, which was a kind of Auhſtitute 
for church diſcipline, often died with 


papticular miniſters, and has not rexived 
* der . oh, their. ſucceſſors. BO rey 


0 diſcipli line, would 


rial. au- 
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Mong us, is, the greater fg e think; 


ig, chat firſt hegan to take plage among 
theiminiſters, and is now generally dif- 


Snſed, chrough the people. For ſomę 


te, chbwe ver, the bulk ef the people, 
adiefpecially,the church officers, who 


Were! generally the | more ſerious and 


Ot zealous 


Iſtance that has had 
a. gonfiderable ſhare in ringing church 
diſcipline into its preſent low, fate; ar 
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26dloks e "their S664) GoAEraIRE 
frotighpartached tothe opinions in WHICH 


they had been edubated; the tttigifterd 
1 nd chemſelves preatly incoritiodet 
bY chem f the church officers fte mak 


itt Parties in the congregation in'&þpos 
frion to che miniſter; and Cbntröfing 
him in His favourite miafüres dd cf 


duct. Iii this difagfecaple ſituatiön the 


miniſters purpofely negletted to! GNP 


vacancies in church offibes, and werter Af 


general; Jardity glad when they betete 
intirely ext tid 1 ow did Nin 
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For this fate reaſbil that fiiiflers 


promoted the abolition of churthC offices! 


they diſcontinued, in many places, as far 
as was in thieir power, all private meecr- 
ings for religious exerciſes, and e. 


out of view; and finding them felves 
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*he 
catechizitip of children; im ſhort every. 
thing but the more con/preuous duties bf 
ek!“ Entertaihifig ſentiments 
in religion different from thoſe of ftRelr 
people, and ſuch as their people wötfld 
not have borne with, they efideavetiri 
ed to keep them as much as poſbble 
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Hs is:greetly: torbe:lamiented;ithat this F- 


progreſs of ahriſtian knowledgedbonld-- 
have been unfaveurable to any uſeful - 
p for promoting the ſpirit and 
— — but fac ha 


our circumſtances, that it was, and is una- 


voidablę. I only: fear leſt che miniſters, 


and the more ee es of their people, 


reflectingon the opſt that havebeen 


thrown in the way o al improvements 


i us knowledge by the: old ſyſtems. 


of char iglige, and other methods 
adapted AA the knowled ge and 


Practice gti religien, -thould never 
brought 0 bear the idea of them 


Dazgicgs, en chopghithey alla oa: 
eld e et beſh Pur poſes. 23 To 3010398 
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thouglbcehbpbbe:capuble of being &] 


derod i ab favourable: tortheie: views asd 
they ide ever heehou,eourble t 


them. The folly:and unreafonlablen gls 


of this conduct, however, is ſuch, that 

1 cabulck think that mono bf, renſbr atld 
eflectibn might be mate feaſible fr 

 aridithatz after ſome vime; at leaſt they 


might beqabie to:getwverthew aver GH 
uleful inſtitution or cuſtom, hows 
kave been abifſed22" 
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Sexigtues $0whichraot chef lr only; 


BB any perſon; who, was qua hifiach ſbp it 


whether elder, deacon, or bay 
= pt hy do, with the penmiſhonoaf 


the bilkop; and which might have been 


omitted altogether, and the ſervice Hot i 
have heęn reckoned incomplete, if it had 


bappened chat na perſon prgſent adam 


Tung 19 obſerve, on onthe — rn . 


- read/ their; ſacr ed books im order; and 
ſome, parts would bardly: require, or ad- 
_ Wibof any illuſtration. Among the Jews 
14.15; Probable, ;th 

tures only were read in certain ixedpporti- 
ons; that when the Hebrew language 


became unintelligible to the mon 


eghle, the Greek and Chaldeeparaphn 


ſas, r tranſlarigns, were introducediparid: 


chat ng diſcourſevas 1 


lop Jgarned in che law was pre ſent., It ia 


Hghable Alſa, that their diſe ourſes were 
generally, 


VB; | ry often, 
0 a5. the-primitive — have 
folloxyeg che example of tho Jews, NYτO 


t, originally, the feraps = 


hort, and chat there were often 
TSg It äs cer an, however; 
1 : that 
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chat they had no proviſion for conſtatit 
anddtv>difcourſes, every Lord's day ad 
that wo-ſormons were cbmpefed t all 
nen % Hr Oo Ilia py 
44% 0 »ved git 49. om DOR; :qodlid 91:3 
10tTharwhich was more efpecially 
preuc hing the goſpel, "ab hr aebi E f. 
in the firſt ages, was, probably, hochinig 
more thaty reciting the hiſtory of Chriſt, 
as of itſelf containing a ſatis factory p Gf. 
that he was a teacher fent fromm God! 
any Jes were preſent, this Hiſtöry as 
compared with tholantenr ptdpticells! 
to prove lthat he was tlie promiſed? Me 
fiah. 10 QuriSaviour's diſtourſes vere cite 
fully recollected and repeated; as con 


raining the beſt inſtruétiohs and fro motives 
to' A i ms life. 1439 Of BERG IJ N e Lin 
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(ie „When theſe hiſtories of the Hfe of 
Chriſt, and his diſcourſes, were cn. 
mitted to writing, every chriftian church 
eonſidered itſelf as in poſſeſſion of the 
ſubſtance of all the preaching of the A 

poſtles and evangeliſts; and the rendiig 
of theſe writings, called g De, WAN & 
recital of che beſt part of all cheit e 
mons. When 
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angiteck to contain 4! complete 
f CHriſtfan 2 hat 
ed kitellgäble fr. thöle das, 
all perſons were acquainted with 


bY £ UB Heh: — 


£10: 2 Sk 10. Fear de nps 28 
AR Ther Kgiptükts Weis, te 
1 Be —— —— 

7 Ach, accorditis ke - 
260 — to a > 
Aud i might k 3 — 
dg, Decade it SG Erreicht cheſt 
who of Wefe cet —— 

omed to. We infer from 2 Kings 

Nr 11. 
Pe e the pröphets on-thwtrow 


moons 


CHURCH/DISCIPLINE. 63 


monns,zand.the fabbath days; neee 
tothsag them read and expound the {cri 

tuxess;59hich, otheryi never PSR 
Vlad, to do in his po femuly at the fame 
ies AK mumber e eee 
join in this exerciſe, and to ſet apa 12 
place far che purpoſe, Nad Probably, che 
origin;of ſynagognes among an 
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ment, ſoon degenerated 3 ASS 
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were ſuppoſed vo have refereny d FF 
goſpel. Nay the who! C2 e N Dux 
was perverted, and, — of being con- 
bdered,as a plain a of things pal, 
was conftrued.to.bg.a daik, prophecy of 
things future. It is newender that with 
the-1 N ! vction, of, phis taſte Preag 

hegan te bs more diffuſe, hut at the; HY 
time it was more jejune an iy ig 
Such were the ſermons, of. Origen. 4, 
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Wprutiontiof) the/ingetuityþdJearningy/or 
Legend o. 


8 1 courſe 


| Forhble'chiefly:x6 hear ſertnons;03fcthe 


Pl achery but: the idif- 
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CHUR CHADISCIPUINE. 67 
rourſe has produced i no other yelſact, 


Thom li fpoſitions andi conduct, / arg thy 


ſame as before. | 8 9 qld 6 bas 


Aohaviec ee rde e e 
very: great eſtimation of ſermons refpects 


the pueachers. I a miniſter happen not 


t hkve popular talents; he is overlook ? 
ed) and deſpiſed, whatever be his real 
worth, for his abilities in other reſpects, 


Heas then diſcouraged, the generous ar- 


dour af his mind is damped, andihe ng 
oſten fr eve loſt to ſuciety. On the of 
ther hand, the applauſe Which rhetorir 
cal talents, and the graces of a gged der 


livery univerſally meet with, are apt 
to intoxicate the preachen., From: thence 


it becomes his whole ſtud y to xifg pon 


his hearts; and ſurpriſe them every timę 
chat he chübits; ul oats laſt, he ista 
mere ſtage player! his -geſturgs and 
figures of fpeech are no longer prompt- 
ed byhis heal feeling, andithe wholeifer- 
vine 397 a9pibceof: artifiee, without |the 


exerciſe of ie pure dexbtion of the hrt 


towards: Gods and uithour: Shas nne 
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dchert / tha tcoughf ſolelyto animktel the 
Boeaft of >the rpreachkbr ſœthaꝶ erheg 


tholprincher acquit himfſelf; very illhcon; 


ass generally ſeſteamed], very well ghe 
coffſeqnence is'ralmoſt> equally tobe 


d 


v6, r einn 543 0 gofmoqzs 


150 iT benninodlih guied 211 40 not. 


- Thoſeridifcotmies;)andithataianner of 
addreſs which are really calculated not 


regadtniration to the preacher, 


but #hichoproceedofrom>the heart, and 
N ag np ted bo funke god impreſſous on 
che hkart, eee eee form 
ſtteady reſolutions of goo ding, walk 
tor: engage the attention of the m 


C park 


ith H 14Wwo0ice; Which thee 
willidifien-t0,; whereas it is ſomeching 
noiſy and bold that the EINER 
generally run after. 

8 HIS AIO Iq to/ alidod oth A 


bode is: much th regrętted, \aherotha 
pj,q‚ the; foriptires: is 
now;almolkuniverfally::laid:ade among 
usphudAnuch/to bemiiſhed tha tlit might 
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euſtom 


beorakimned:: 


which lit udxatiucediinſore,aemyare 
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of the ſervice introtluctuꝑy to; pra yen anil 


preaelling, but to ſtand in the plateↄof 


preadhüng, all: the real pſes of highs dv 


generally well! calculated to anſwers 


The arſe that vas fonmerly made of this 
expoſition of the ſcriptures, was thereas 
ſon of its being diſcontinued, The ſer- 


vicewas long enough without it. AT 


1011 Doss * 1 IJ 318 1 56 1 V et91bbs 


If the cuſtom of expounding Ropes 


- tures were once more introduced, it 


would be a means of making our people 


better acquainted withothem:; and it ig 


notoriqus they are every day more heg- 
ledted ;>165 chat it is zuſtlyi to be-fearod, 


that in a few. generations, our poſterity 


will have but a very im perfect and in- 
diſtinct idea of the contents of | thoſe 
Hacred books. 3113 16113 Di * 4 50 [> VIIOon 
18 n] eng 

As the books of elbe contain a 


hiſtorylof all che difpenſations of God 


to mankind, a great variety of examples 
bothvof wirme and vice, and ches pro- 
gre anch iſſue of both, the wiſe ireflees 


tions of good men on ad warieny u 100 


curzenees, together with their mellina 
to 3 . tions 


35 s BAT) DIL O 
Aer ee IN 
ang” —— 
W anche gentißte alive bs 
AL great une in Heb ener 
gb Pkantlet If ehitk ng, Was r t 
Weib önky underftssd, 2 75 Would or 


tMerhf&ves? Be Able 7 make u e unto 


jalb ut; an AHT a welyoſhöre expoſi- 
sf bf them) Uhiftratimg theſe paſſages 


that uſt bd! reflly difficult to Ad 


Thapatrdy pointing eu che eonnectibn of 


A crate hſboting; hchigh hes for: 
of an argument, the propriety of a pre- 
eßtel Be? Ser wWEuldg in generah be more 
"REF TEE engage ſuch a ö 
on ase world make men think them 
l yks and act upon it afterwards; than 


tlie deſt ſet declamation upon à particu- 


lar fubject, If men will not hear Moſes | 


uc the prophers, Chriſt and the apoſtles, 


that is God himſelf ſpeaking by them, 


dneither will they be perſuaded; by; kay 
ther methods that We Hor apply Hy 
| -50 bsd ** ar outs i Val 4©O81353hH {IS 8 5A 


; + We have n no example ofa trevkr diſ- 


aulgeurſenlor A fer; declamation on '@ parti- 


cular fubject, in the hiſtory of dur Sa- 
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Wiour's: ,d; of, te eachinge tHe geliz 


vared>daignſely,, 1. doubt, not, with, greg 


porſſhquity, dignity, and energy g but 
beronly : diſcpurſed as particular og 
ons: prompted, ; And, probably, ſeldom 
ſpakd fog any-length: of time without 
anterruptiony\ or in AJPINT: —— e 
thould now call methodical. The nnant 


33 


3 e been nner 


ching like it, but not at all chat of Plato, 
orethe more pompous and admireds gf 
the Greek : philoſophers.and oratar6e.; 8. 


-374q 8 to Yin 27 emogts ns 40 


5405 When the ſervants of the. ewiſh, zul- 
ane been ſent to. apprehend 


Jeſus, returned, ſaying, Newer: man ſpate 


lilr this man, it is not to be ſuppaſad 
_ - that their admiration was at all fnmilar 


to that which would have been excited 
by what we call a fie, or eloquent ſpaak- 
er 3 but rather that they were; ſtruck 


1 with: the majeſty and authority with 


which he, at that time more eſpecihlly, 
ſpake; an authority which they had ne- 


- ver cen cheir fcribes or phariſees affame, 
and which no chriſtian preachen ought 
0 Aſſume./ %¼] od a ed 1810 


] 310 01¹ One 


hy thair-places of worthip Were open. 
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One reaſon for the peculiar fondneſs 


fon: frehvient- WdAodg ſermonb among 


the old Diſſenters, may be looked for in 


the tithes of! Perſecution. „ Theythad 
then few opportunities of hearing ſer- 
mons at all; ſo that they could never 


think: they had enough! of them 


the:ſime: rea ſon they ſeem to have gone 


te great exceſs: in the frequency: and the 
lengtiv of all / public exerciſes of religion, 
5 an fenqefs that hab had ſeveral bad con- 

ſequuences;- in DAB FIGHT. ift 9 7c 


d 91915 ffib 23: 07 DUB yas Akt 


=91 eIHUO bas 20 0fIS HU 19d3 099473 
=91 eNvfILA9VOOKEL 2) 1594.9 Wo. ei 


Ali 30d. Jonas) bas i mon 1631 Thi 
21917 Lsdt 1 svp ow vail 3607 


03, gorts990; bed 2H ons 5ffo 46 101 


aniliw ei bas: oda ods goqu And? 


19W0q ed ai 92d ya nil w 935 dHN09 O 
70494 81689 ono 55 40 L 58 217 01 
nn9manvo? doiudo to. tes coo} Stog 


-009 ; 4% ipods! : 
2189qqs is beer Ilaſt 961 ) HI er 


1111140 8: 10 ac 1111313 t510 25 Had 3d n O 


Us 


5 


CHURCH /DISCIPUINE. 33. 


abnbaot 76415559 543 10 nos O 

dae E.C T 10% N „V nt 
ui 101 DeAool gd H ens blo 91 
(delineation F 4 niat hd fe dnrch. 
19} 811899 governments) 149 wok 9113 
15% blue F583 1803 voi; Hs'3s 20mm 


HEN what has been advanced) 
under the preceding ſections has 


been conſidlered, I imagine it muſt ap 
pear, chat the ſtate of our churches re- 
quires to be looked intol We have des! 
parted very far indeed from the primi- 


tive chriſtian plan, and much farther 


than any regard to the difference be- 


tween their circumſtances and ours re- 
quired. We feel the inconveniencies re- 


ſulting from it, and cannot but wiſh 


that they were removed. I ſhall there- 


fore, as one who has had occaſion to 
think upon the ſubject, and is willing 
to contribute what may be in his power 


to the good of the common cauſe, pro- 


2 ſuch a form of church government 


as I gonceixe to be the beſt adapted to 


T Kd the evils we labour under; con- 


ſidering, in the firſt place, what appears 
to me the beſt conſtitution of a chriſti- 
=. M0 
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an thurdhy) Withgut ame gand g õο 
e e habits, and; ꝓrejudi des 
andefrerwards necommending ehem 
 a$: nay be. intruducell with mo 
and er are ualeulated to ater che 
prineipal ends of the ſtricter diſcipline: 
enolsbas3} od 0) Shit Sven ed noi 
idnrorder ta do this to thetmoft agvan- 
tage, I ſhall briefly enumerate the: wants 
both of the chriſtian church in general, 
_ and, 65; chriſtian iſpcieties an -paiticutar ; 
obſerving chat theſe;wants. will vary in 
a e of time rand eonſequently that 
the pH ens and; regulations adapted 
toi chem ſhould vary, with them. The 
apoſtles chemſelves mate alkerations in 
the, conſtitution, of the church as! new 
eirgumaſtances arſe; ſo that we may con- 
ade chey would, have continued to do 
tp; had they livedlonger, and other-cir- 
 camftances ariſen- 1 ſhall therefore take 
2497, granted, that, in re-conftuntingia 
Shaiſtian church, we are atyhberty to 
make rhaſe variations from the -plancof 
Ihe chrimitixes church, which: the! very 
5 Bxeat flifferengg ween their times am | 
one thail beate redn Prdrided 


2 . we 
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wWoG' keep in view ehe oviplaet defipw bf as 
chrifam church, there will berbutrtitrig 
_ danpgerlof! falling inan great DBG 
priety3/ orif this ould be done yethes = 
_ ofy, à little experience will rectif it. bis 
was'pnly worldly views} and a fffirie of 
faction, that gave riſe to the ſcandalous 
corruptitns I Have recite® in che primi- 
tive diſcipline. Iftofid TxdtT 588 
ons MR lane nerds 507 to diod 
: 1 The'fituation” of tllings is ſuch, Das 
makes it more than ev Hecelfany; that 
the chriſtian church ſhould be furniſhed 
Wich learnei men; by Wkie Id mH MEA. 
philoſophets, mathefiatibians of eftics; 
{though che Chriſtian ſchelr AITPefId 
not be diftitute of a Toa patent NOW 
ledge! of any branch 6f 1iberall fclenet 
but men thofoughlyhα˖˙uAited Wie the 
language of che ferimures, aid tRe ff 
tory of primitive times; With ke fed 
ing; languages, cuſtoms and revolutibfs 
of che ſews, and othef antient ele 


nations, and alſo thoſe ef tlie Urtekb 
and Romatis more ecialfy With te 
[antiquities of the chrftianreHürd ad 
all the remarkable changes tffatt habe 


v 


taken 
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: weh nde inc the time 
Shri. particularly as affecting the 
te-of- &baiſtt ſtianity; chat they may be 
eee trace, in theiticeariſes 


effects, Nurife ud progreſs of the 
lty. They qhonld 


coxruptions of chrii 
alſo he e eee with the writings 
andrea ſonings of the modern literati, om 


3 creail and conſidered all 
Wee eee by 


* RU $gr bo anni ay, 
can readitheJſdriftures with critical fl 


_ thadflyts,orexplain chem to others; and! 
chis qearning, bythe ery deſeription of 


it miiſt; hade been unneceſſary in the 
pPuamty6 times ſincentheſd who were 


cotmparar h miili the apoſtles; [Could hats 
buvkbow:ithgiribwn: language and: cuſ⸗ 


toras; their own of thanknig; oops: 


mons and prejudices, which wi haye:f9: 


much trouble to inveſtigate. Chriſtia- 


andi1findh asdivrequired m reading.on 
ö thudy to anſwer. To 


g * 


moral g and metaphyſical ſubjects, and 


mii una not chkn ꝛchrruptecbat all; and 
the:zobjtettionszof unbelievers were few, 
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2nTpodequire this furtiture, à Uiberst 
and gxpenfive education is abſothtety 
neceſſary In theſe: things, mere Sara 
anti abilites, without other advaf 


therefore; if they be wealthy, calms: 


ter confult the honour of [their religion, 
chan by making proviſion for the eduea- 


ton of ffach/ perſone fand putting ita 
theiOpower;oif they be ahle and falk 


ful men to attend to ſthoſe importante 
ſtudies, without diſtractionto e19vSilgd gar 


oled bende : able; inlesd;Lif = 
mem of fortune would ithemelves? apo 
ply-to-thofe ſtudies; or educate their fors? 
ſbꝰ asc to ſerve the churehi in this impors 


tant capacity. But if no perſon will give 


fd much of his time, talents, and fortune 
to thb public; number ſlliouid join cid 
friy” the:expences-attending:ithe educu- 
. as e ee een 
tid for the work: ibi us 2nOiH 
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| bes ii is not particular ciαiian ch 
bhbutetherhriſian c im general rhabre? 
JH menizs:k/heve been tribe 


Ing 07 vying} 


go N Ar ON 


i here is mw nceſſity ahdiinheybe 
numerous; though; certajnbyl; the 
Prxutep number tHe chriſtiam church ean 
hHaſt, of men Who thoroughly:lunder- 
Ran het principles] cunſtitutibnq writs 


. jury 


ings, and hiſtory, the better. ;jẽjũ g 


TfiGeconfiderithe wants of particular 
cHiriftlan ſoblexiesſ we canndtibut obſerve; 
that chere thonld be proviſion in them 
M#dt only fer reading and lexpounit- 
ig the ſeriptüresg and finginglof pfalms; 
ät zgſo fof ſel df ſoourſer, caldulated 
Micfly d meuleate cher great practibal 
Hasan f the -chiriſtian religten upon 
Metis of che people, in oder that 
they. may imbrels Ker hearts and iny 
Krentes their dives! OH Theſe regular dif- 
Werſes or ſfermiotis maylccertainly be 
veryufeful, aht is very. deſuuble chat 
pP be nikde for them in every 

th Mari fois though I would not 
Havent onlifdered in a ghe of ſo 
importance s they have gained at 

1 fach is the enſtom 
dad giſte of tlie lage chart mere reading 
A betiptures, or a ſhort expoſition of 
UT Ig 17 55 them, 


chem xv ilł mot nom be deemed,ſufficient 


fan thenpurpoſe of chriſtian, aflemblies,; 
and ſo ar it is certainly right to comply 


_ mith«the| eſtabliſhed cuſtom and noſis, 
andl/ tor avail ourſelves of it for good 


purpoſes. 0 oil} o bits g 


„Among the generality of the, Piſſpn- 


ters; ito is alſo; in a manner, nęcefſary, 


that: ſomeb per ſon lead their . devotions 
withogt che help of a preſcyibed farmiof 
prayer, and that he be able to expreſs 


himſelf extempore, both on the; general 


ſubjects of prayer, and allo; on all the 
particular occaſions that uſually occur 
among them. The whole compaſs of 
prayer is not ſo veny large, but that ir 
ſeems to be very poſſible, for a. per 
ho Will Proper ly attend to it, to, make 
quit himſelf with ſufficient propricty 


and fluency in this reſpect; and when 


cverextempore ſpeaking is practigable, it 

has ſo many advantages above a Mere 
_ reciting of any thing, either from . 
or che memory, Par ticular ly an Ppint, 5 
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infivcfs and ſtrength of emphaßg that 
itzoughty-by all mcans;'ito-be adbpteds: | 
Þo 2moftr> befiildsfs bits wont nn 
Out he field for preaching is ſu very 
large chat, in general, there ſełms to 
bela neceſſity for the compoſitidm ant 
reeital of fermons. I cannot confder 
anydmari; whatever-be his natural or ac- 
quired abilitirsg as qualified. to diicourſe 
extexiport; with fufficient Variety And 
fluency o s not to give di to a 
nne. at leaſt, in born of 
tin gained: null Hater 
dsa avi} od ei ch Stunt ton 
baker blith.cheſe puopdſetz abit! preach- 
ing, and praying, a perſon ſhoul$no6t 
only have had a liberal education, in 


whiah:!patticulpranenion'firukt have 


| Heenmaidao the art bf compolicion;? but 
henſh quid hade been trained up ri the 
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:mintioncth, ſome allowance had ben 
niadgdbs tlie difference betwdem throes 
cumſtances and eſtabliſhed cuſtoms of 
therpiimitirs:itimes and one 31 bundho- 
ching has taken place that can make us 
nnen ab} friendly advice 
re lob rung the chriſ 
tian chürch. It muſt continue to be me- | 
reflary; while human nature is thedſame) 
and Gegend we live an, che fame nog 
ſo that ita ſnaxes and temptatioris ard 
equally alluring, threatening, and dams 
gerous ; becauſe there is the ſame reaſon 
tor watchſulneſs both over durſelo es and 
athers Jod nor = gn⁰j¶ůe ni Das Sai 
tt ohne ladies bed 9vsd yigo 
„It istueſthat vice frequentiy change 
ing famaoꝗqThe vices of r oneb ae a 
metimfs And Gu | 
__ kanaptatiani«thetbavg beenifaral bo withs 
wwe. rn 

znd. anſequenaes, arm thiews 


2 ta themſelves, We 2 no longer, 
— 


_— 
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into afdolatry, in ſaerificing tothe hea- 
cken Gods, or of apoſtatizing from the 
+profeſſion of religion by the xi Jen, 
perſecution but a time of proſperity 
may, in reality, be more fatal to our 
virtue; as there is nothing to keep up 
that attention to our duty, and to rouſe 
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s mot un inordinate love of gain; and 


an Unchriſtian attachment to the world, 
the natural conſequence of that ſpirit of 
trade and commerce which diſtinguiſhes. 
the preſent age? Should not then, a diſ- 
Poſition that (unlike the vices of youth) 


"grows with our growth, and ſtrengthens 


bil h our ſtrength, and even outlives both, 
be carefully watched? And would not a 
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pay ſome attention to him, in this re- 
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Leva Uhriſtian ſociety, who'would re. 
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to the primitive one as their d 
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Keeß in view; clüs leading idea, — 


_ aff6Giare together for the fole purpoſe of 


pröthoting chriſtian knowledge and prae- 


tice.” Let them conſider themſelves as 


eittꝛend of heaven, travelling through 2 
foreign country; and who mean to give 


one another all the Affſtance in their 
power to quicken! their progreſs, to keep 


up thelt attention to ther proper eau 
their Hothe, their deareſt connections, 

and io important intereſts ;; chat,” i 
the latiguage of che ferlprures, th f 


PY Pd 


be afffſted in Havitig rherr rreaſure, ha 


hearts, and TROP" coliverſation in besen. 
11 7 5 DIIB „1 h } 31 SLLLLY 211 f [3 
To gain theſe ends, let all Us: mem- 
bers of the ſociety meet, and, in the firſt 
place, make choice: of a perſon to offici- 
ate Amcug them as a public inſtrubtbf 


He mul be capable of corn poſing ſet- 


mons, and of leading the 480th 
congregation. If he be {killed'in! chrif- 
tian nne, as it was explained above, 


new = 


— BR 


F 1 
=. 
8 
710 - WW? 

. FEE 
0 0 > C8 
8 1644. 
. i 1 
0 in 
ee 

4 

e 

1 

pl 
| G7 

6&3 35 
wo 

14 Th. 
[LE 4 0 
4 f 
15 i 
2 [2 
- oy { 
Wt #. 2 
35 4 
* 5 * 
, TS 
Ven (| F: } 
e 

Ah 
I BY bs 

{ J T4 
3 HR 1 -Þ 

53 9 . 
* . 5 

* 8 

5 q & 
* 
4 F# 3 SS 
5 

N 15 

Bs 

<3) LB 

9 by * 
"YZ 1 
1 

ww, ol k 

' . 2 7 
me” 7 
7 8 I 
1 
5 LY : 

1 
1 

nf iT * IF 

- *: 
za. Ti 
fv i} a4 

3 N 

- * 

79 44 2 7 
+ 455 34 
e 

1 4 
5 5 oF 
Bet: 7 

2 4 

1 4 
* 5 Ty 

„ 1 + 
: 1 

1 3; { 

778 wry 3 
* 8 -.þ 

+4488 L 
| 25 5 

1 1. + 

1 
op : 

__ 
os i 

r 

. * wall | 

r 
* 4 * 

* inn 
9 (he's "A 

712 * 

\ 4.455 $a 

4% 1 7 1 
#5; 1 
4 FRY ' 
4 4 2 

1 

"oi 
- 4 * 

% 7. 

3.6 

& . 135% 

V2 ; y #4 

W by 14 „ 

1 
a \ = 

_— 

: 1:38 

l ' 

97 Y 

y 5 ny 7-1 1 

ew i} 
201 79 
n 

85 AI. 
35 6 129 
— 9 +4 Yb - 
* . 

- qv #4 35 

+ 68 
©, = * 
4.44 34-8 
. bY bh 177 

> 
n 
++ 2 
3%. 

18 1 1 
e 
e 4 

SIA \ 
144 2.3% 
4 1 1 * 
Fry CL: F 
, #% "1 ” 

. 1 * 

18 L 

245 i 

1 4 

1 0 1 

* U #7! 
os 

. 

7 2 

0 8 
2 2 430 
— SLY 7 By 

$42. Af 

* 1 
e 
„ 
1 2 4. i 
i; © LIEN 
>, x 4 
„„ 
9 5 " 
—_ +1 

4 1 "7 

OE 
* y mn 
4 x. : 
FL... of 
x4 ; by 
N + bs 
ww 7-4. by 

* . i 

4X 4 
1 N 
ns. 

* 
1 

1 

1 
2X... Bk 
„ 
4+ 4 
1 
33 
1 
+. "i - 3M 
. * IVE | 
3+ & 38 
1 : 
E. 
. I 
a ” © 
4 ov! 


. 


ro 8 Es "I" 8 
8 8 2 Cs A * 
S xt = i= i 
5 — r £ 
a > by 3 8 W 
— » ith. 
= my * 3 — "5 7 8 - ad = it 
— — > — — 
3 Ca a 8 
2 _— * 


3 AW TY bn T N 


Nin be an advantage to aide 
—_— büt a great degree of” eminetite 
eib not necelfiry, Theſe objects, 

| Meet are very conſiſtent, and if 4 
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tfilly modeſt, and beſt qualified, are tlie 
moſt back ward to ſhow their talents in 
public; and many are the miſchiefs hat 
I have known this cuſtom to > have Pro- 
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ets" gie us, but that of a maß les 
from Profs vices, and particularly d 
as would render him THIER 

agreeable in ſociety, and therefore 
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Ati is alſo added, in Titus i. 9. That 
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elders of a chriſtian Uhurch on earth 
ſhould be perfect characters. All that is 
neceſſary is ſuch a ſituation, as will na- 
turally give a man influence in the ſoci- 
ety, and ſuch a character as will enable 


him to admoniſh with propriety and 


good effect, in thoſe caſes in which a per- 


ſon would be in danger of incurring the 


cenſure of the church; and the primi- 
tive churches did not take cogniſance, 


except of ſuch vices and follies as were 
manifeſt]: contrary” to ſome known rule 


of moralty; or precept of the goſpel 3 


and ſeldom, or never, except in ſuch cafes 


as would have brought ſoandal upon che 


chriſtian name. Any man, therefore, 


who: ſupports what we call a decent 


character, is ſufficiently qualified for the 


office of EAaerin a chriſtian church. The 
exerciſe of his office would continually 
improve his character, and much good 
might be dene in every ſociety, if all 
ſuch perſons as have been-- deſcribed 


Would exert themſelves only ſo much 4s. 
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til attention 6f the members of pabtiou- 
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we ſee, in fact, that other ſocieties And 


combinations of mankind. are of great 


: ſervice to. one, another, hen, as 1 yl, * 17 


caſe, there is no competition of f int: 
among them, Thus bleed 


eties, and ſocieties for encouraging agri- 


culture, &c. in different places, having 


the ſame object, have, along with a ge- 


nerous emulation, the ſincereſt Ficndſhip 

for one another; and e ſce that Ne. 
i ſophy and agr iculture, Kc. are. ce 
by ſuch Moeigtiogs ni ant 


| ES | 504 BIT 8 


Vilg Upo "he principle of this obj Selon 


— 38 " IR 5 
- f a i 2 * n 
44 JF 4. 1. #© 9 

'S 


We might, with more, reaſon, complain R 


of the connections of private fa Milies 
ending. to interfere. with the 3 inte! 


yhereas it 1 
more e | enſive relations 3 1. 8 "VO 00 


44 51 | £3 FJ I3 


zieularſacieties be mare attended.tq, but 


155 T ze . 


enn 


104: AX N! E828 A YO WH 


knowncthadt ttherbbit huſbands fathers; : 
aud dnafteret are alweays the beſt ſuhjedts, 
hebeſt citizens) and the beſt members 
ofdobiety in all reſpects. 
IH W Tot mov Hf „ neupen og 
When we erde h capital 
aqdyyantages of ſueh a ſcheme of church 
diſtipline as I have been deſoribing I 
cannot but think that all the objections 
that can be made to it would ſoon va- 
niſh,, For this purpoſe 1. ſhall, in this 
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tian dhurch would 1ookiupen themfelves:! 
as mort cloſely united! go one atbothen; x: 
byhew common relation to the fame 
regular ſociety. FHaxing this: bondobfo 
union frequently in view, they would. 
become attached to one another, ha 
be ina ſituation exceedingly favourable 
to the increaſe of the genuine ee 2 
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What! is it thick unftes nA b to „ offi 
another more cloſely, and makes then 
more diſpoſed to love and affiſt one widato 
ther, than an equal relation to ſome 
common ſociety, or fraternity; as their 
being inhabitants of the ſame couhtry, 
living under che ſame conſtitution, And“ 
form of civil governmerit; being of (the® 
ſame tribe, the fame family, and eren 
the fame occupation, if their intereſts dd 
not thereby interfere.” In ſhort, the n 
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matter of very great cottteqtiencg WEH 8 
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e chi ö regularly conſtituted. church 9 
therelp == chriſtians would have g, n 
Ang ftrong bond-of union, of brotherly 
 loye, and friendſhip. The members of 
L ſuch a Church would conſider themſelves 
dt One body, cloſely. united together, to 

promote their common ſalyation, as citi- 
zens of heaven,, They would mind, ut 
every, man his own things. only, but the 
things of others allo... Every, individual! in 
the; ſociety, like a, limb of the body, 
would. have ene attention paid 
to him, accord ing to his occaſians,, They 
Fi Kh e wy ſry daily, teft any 


wot. fuer, 60 6 _— br tals but 3 | 
continual ly fudyithe. things, whereby one 
mig bt eaity. another... The adyerfaries, of 
An One member of ſuch 2 ſociety a8 this | 


i would, for the ſame ! 15 eaſon, be the, ag 


verfaries of all, and all would, join te 
= repel the, 69 805 REES 5 28 2419163 
Ione 1 51 10. 32H DI B 


8 2% Had he, form of Sars goxern⸗ 
chf. that x ir in uſe among, the primi- 
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dive chriftians been tity | "adticred' 
Althoſt "every corrup tion 5 OY [12] Vi | 
would” have been 21 5 ted, eſp, 1 
thoſe that were occafibned by dee fl. 
croachments of the celealtiea pbn 
the civil powers. A ſcheme of this kind 
is ſo far from being favourable to tlie 
ambition of prieſts, that wherever it is 
eſtabliſhed," that exceſſive and ſuperſti- 
tious regard that is paid to the chatte 
and office of a miniſter, When he alohe 
engroſſes all the power of a church, ah 
is the only conſpicuous perſon in it, Ct 
not fubſiſt. The power of the fociety 
being divided among a number of pe r- 
ſons, the whole body would be more 
reſpectable, but any individual would, 
certainly, be leſs 10. In a ſociety thus 
conſtituted, the great object of attention 
and reſpect would be the confi ſtory of el- 
deri.” The minifter would only rank as 
one of them, with that additional reve- 
rence, which his learning, abilities, and 
talents as a ſpeaker would ommafld; 
and ſince the reſpect that was paid him 
would depend ſolely on theſe qualifica- 
tions, he would be the more folicitbus 
to improve them. Fa bs 
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apt bertel, However, webe ze ob uny 
Boeletß, that the power” of churehldiſei- 
Tod; ed in the hands of the fi 


pith 
E ler, and! e be'the only object of re- 


verthice, "than that there ccd be no 
ach power in any hands at all The 


kortner of theſe ſituations may be ſaid 
1 approach to Hranuy, or deſpotiſm; 


but che latter tends to > anarchy,” and, dif 


ſolution. r e nds 1 8 othg 


dach Past nap) chinking bur that if 
reſtart chüpches had all been formed 
v on This play, or as near to it as che 
| e of chriftians would Rave ad- 
| it Would have been favourable 
the progrets*6f chriſtian' knowledge; 
ana that! the rertidininig corrüßtions 5 
chriſtian 40 6irine would have been 7 
t6ttned wäth more caſe,” and leſs r 
Vance 3 i chiflan fo cieties ; at Jeaſt, in 
1 | Fi ö 2 aur ft tft to the interells ot 


or 15 5 5 Ye 1 Fa Sy 
. nf Ke! Uf eittiv in n g to abolifh the 
Wh of Chur ele whe they 
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faund.theraſclyes incommoded. by [ghee 
would have acted more wiſely, if they 
bad endeavoured: to make them ſub er⸗ 
vient to their purpole.; „ at leaſt, t 
if the miniſters had, in ſome places, 
been the, ſufferers, , the cauſe of truth 
would, in general, have been à gainer 
by this N To enable us to judge of 
this, I hall briefly deſcribe what gener 
rally happens with us in theſe caſes. 


It happens aimed; A that 
| the miniſter, | being the perſon who read 
and thinks, the. mot ; in the ; ſociety, 85 
his mind firſt enlightened... T 1 0 755 Ti 
to call in queſtion the truth 
opinions in which he has been e 285 
and which he has hitherto. 5 
and in the progreſs of enge his 1 
ſuſpicions are confirmed. If he be a 0 = 
of integrity, he ml e pre eacl vj 30 
leaſt conſiſtently with his real { e f 
which, are nom confiderably differs 
from thoſe of his hearers ;. and... 
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tinuully in their view, it is impoſſibleſbut 
that, notwithſtanding all his Cafe, the 


| change in his ſentiments will be perceiv- 
ed) If he be à young man, and zealous 


fbr the ipropagation of new diſeovered 
truth, he will be apt, of his ow] accord, 
and ſometimes unſeaſonably, to obtrude 
his favourite opinions on his hearers; 
perliaps even preach on thoſe ſabjects; 
and in other reſpects he will Hot always 
take the moſt . Oo of 1 8 0 


pagating truth. 
wil ig 1 3111 rf} 4 7 4 (10 3Þ4; 88 


biEbeaſiual, eee his i is, chat 
tlie congregationj and eſpecially the elder 
part of them, whoſe prejudices are moſt 
riveted, take the alarm; while ſome; at 


leaſt of the younger part of the ſociety; 
adhere to the miniſter, and adopt his 
ſentiments. Diſputes unavoidablycarile, 
and in the heat of debate, che impor- 
tance of the opinion contended or is 


greatly magnified. Be the thing ever ſd 


trifling nin itſelf, the whole of religion 


Will ſvon be made to depend upon it, B 


thaſt: who gadhere to the old opinions, 
While che:ahettors of the-new-will Dan i 
for maderation. In 
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f In, this, caſe, if the ſociety be large 
g enough to bear it, they often divide in- 
to, c N¼ . or the miniſter, though every 
Way en e for the diſcharge of his 
duty, if he be not abſolutely diſmiſſed: 
finds himſelf at length under a neceſſity 
of relinquiſhing his office, and often 
without any reſource for a maintenance. 
If he ſtand the oppoſition, great numbers 
withdraw. themſelves, and their ſubſcrip- 
tions, and he is often, on many other 
accounts, rendered miſerable for life; 1 
not unfrequently is his life manifeſtly . 1 
ſhortened by the ſtate of anxiety and e "ii 
diſtreſs in which he is involved; while 1 g 
many of the people are greatly diſſatiſ- : bt 
fied, and more ſtrongly attached to nee 
gig opiniods than Gees: 07 $113 10 31469 1 
To 00: = feb hk miniffdes] has cirowmas! 4 
ſtanced, not having the choice of a ca- i 
techaſm; neglects the catechizing of chil- 
dren, and the inſtruction of youth alto- ö 
gether; and for the ſame reaſon omits i 
other parts of his duty, in which his ll 
ſentiments would be more particular 1 
<opſpjcuous,: to the "ow! dktriment of 
= Practical 
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| Rrvignand fübſects of mankibd in gene- 


$277 Ir not by plueirig therm im iasſtate 
bt moral} diſeip hne and 167 dumſtitutiiig 
dem rd che weld, cat, æey udimdt 
Bus deri me ktbiürvenienbe bf witibus hh 
ebits and conduct, and find!) thenkfelves 
and happy in a eourſe foffdornup? = 
Ahe Hand by which they ure chustrain- 
ed and diſciplined cis inviſiblep bat Elie 
zeffects of it axe-viſible enonghs it being 
>Evidentt6' every obſerver, that mankind 
ure taught widen” and! virtue by heir 
5s And experience more than byrin- 
hluctien At is by che admonitflous and 


uresriof the Wörld, dnd their general 
dRHdition it it. EY dani bsloqxo 55 
ISH p VI n elt25xzs bus Boi 03 enois :; 
2b in All che volufitary combinations of 
mänkind; chat deſerve the mame of 2 
cietiie, Gr eveH 6! lab, chere are rules 
and orders, officers and penalties, or the 


vends of the ſociety could notibe anſwer- 


d and che community would be diſ- 
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rg tu chat we we fa3jght by awors, 
exficrierice>the;condyd of diving proxi- 
alenae, fand the euſtom af manking i Ml 
:fmilar caſts, that, aIcbikiny forietiodn 

Adurifh;; and che great nds f beds 
zouredgo without a hmflan, provifieny ids 
i the1object and end of theſe, aſſociasions 
of cloſs moment, or to he,compalſed wirh 
>leſs attention ! In both xeſpects the vey 
<xeverſe ist the caſe, In chriſtian ſocieties 
bthecmoſt; ĩm portant inſtructien is to be 
communicatedꝭ the st excellent mar- 
ims of conductiare tobe ãngulc ated j and 
the boſtichabits are to he formed, ukths 
- the objec oß theſe ſocietias to cuονε .f 

the ſtrongeſt influences to Mhichmeninre 
expoſed through life, namely, itapta- 
tions to vice and excels from every quar- 
ten, and, dn che midſt fra thoufand dif- 1 
ficulties and diſeonragments atgnkHrain id 
elbe mp en and PRE, - 
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Ne gain theſs great ends augbriave nt 
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admoniſſi and reprove Hilti, in Wat cafe 
1 ported X 5 
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maus gpiſlles, andb is, indeed nahe 
Kamsathe nature ofgthe thing, that white 
ſame of; theri elders off then primitive 
chaifthes: applied: itheraſelyes 1chiefly:to 
the bumneſs of teaching, others attend- 
Acht matters of diſcipline, having al pan- 
ieulan talent for it. Hewmg\\/herk fays 
he, Rm Ni. 6 &c gift diferinghuc- 
noniag furt jgruce bat ir govern dt, 
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Now tchqugh it hel acknowledged, that 
che purticulur form i of church diſei plisſe 
may vary. accorditig) 16Teiroamitances, 
yet t cannot follow hat im any ciro e 
ſtandes, it ſhold edrirbbyieesſte>:! Thee 
ought; therefore, certainly tobe: dhep- 
herds ta feed the: flackiof God, tilb Chmiſt 
the chief ſhepherd ſhalliperfonally appear; 
and thoſe only can be conſidered ab 
ſhepherds;; who are in circumſtancòs in 
which they can aſſume the power“ of 
ſhepherds, and act as ſuchg which can- 
not in reaſon be expected of thaſe Who 
c rage among the differiters. 
N id And K nos veces no ns 
"is find no time in eccleſiaſtical hiſ- 
erf n which chriſtian churches were 
not regularly conſtituted; having in each 
of them, a number of rider, Whoſe buſi- 
neſs it more eſpecially as: to adviſe and 
admoniſhꝭ the reſt of the ſociety, ànd in 
vrhicha perſon was not liable to be excom 
municated for ſcandalous; immorality. 
Wie can trace the corruption: of this diſ- 
cipline, but che inſtitutian of it muſt be 
referred to the times of the xpoſtles., The 
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Before every communion, the regiſter 
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given the preceding Lord's-day, that e 
very diſtrict may know when he inte bteftdt 
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— Neges of the meetings appointed | 
för the worſhip of God, injuſtice and 
flauds of alf kinds, defattation breueh 

che marriage covenant, Thor, } 


They" alſo ſtrictly admoniſſi againſt the” 
mneceſſiry frequenting of ale houſes or 
taverns, the abuſe of time in diverſions, 
as cock - fighting, horſe- racing, plays" 
houſes, &c. extravagance 1n dreſs, and 
alſo in trade; one brother going to law 
with another, and other things peculiar 
ro them 4s Quakers. "75.54." In all theſe” 
caſes, adv 
with the reartſt teniderneſt and prudeſice, 
te Kacktion le he ranger, 
after all, 7 refractöry, ad they be” 
obliged to diſown him, they re. cd a 
ſame, as 4 teſtimoniy f their cat 
che Menbür ef che truth they profeſs." n 
1 ae 1s ee wo be Jo ma 
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OW each fe 10 is dleided into 7ſt, 
cor dig to chert Places U aBUde, "Thee 
Ab about twelve! perſons! ifi every Claſs, 
He f Om is ſtiled the leader. It is 
His buſineſs to ſee each perſon in his .clafs 
Cite a week, at che leaſt; to àadviſe, re- 
Prove, comfort, r EHE fe 80 C uſten 
tay require; ad to inforks theater | 
bf Any that ate fick; or of any that walk 
diſorderly, and will not be reproved! 1b. 
323. After che enumerartion of a great 


8 ate of duties, Mr. Weſley coneludes 


tk“ fäying, If chere be atty among 
e Bgerh theta" Hot, whe: habs 
148 ay Break: any one of then „let it be 
fe Endwh unto them xhat watch 
. ver chat foul," as they that muſt give 
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one another, divides them into Hfterent 
claſfes, puts them under an intixec de- 
pendance on their ſuperiors, and con- 
fines them to certain exerciſes of deyg- 
tion. The difference of age, ſex, and 
the fituntion their members are in with 
reſpect to matrimony, conſtitute thoſe 
different claſſes. Each has its director, 
choſen, by. its members, Every member 
is daily viſited by one of his claſs, who 
gives him exhortation, and makes a re- 


Port of his conduct to the elders. Frequent | 
particular aſſernblies are held; incachelaſs, l 
and general ones by the belt ſociety. 9 

rſeers, or leaders, have alſo. their \ 


private meetings, to inſtruct one another 
in matters concerning the guidance of 
ſouls; and they pay uneommon attention 
to the inſtruction of youth. Beſides thoſe 
who have the care of orphans, there are 
others that are intruſted with Fit of 
all che other children. Jb. 340. AOATR *? 
That theſe hin laſt eee e 
ef chr. tans do at all hold togetherpand , 
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nity re at all anſwered. a in them, appears 
toi hne 49. be wing to nothing but their 
vegylar forms of diſcipline. Were they 
reduced. to the ſame condition with us, 
and to haye no proviſion. except for pub- 
hee, they would, I doubt not, 
decay, f be e ina ads ſhort time, 
Q 31 99} B ft 1 89738 
„That we, who, are called al 425 
ou ers, hold together, in our preſent looſe 
and andiſciplined ſtate, is owing, in part, 
tolour having been a; body of conſide- 
rahle ſtanding, which gives us ſome of 
the agrantages of an eſtabliſhment, and 
in ſome . mea ſure to the connections the 
diſſenting families have with one another; 
connections which many perſons do not 
chule to break by leaving us. But this 
18 A tye that has leſs force every day, as 
indifference to the diſſenting intereſt be- 
es More general, and defarvions: from 
it become more frequent, 22d anf 
quentiy le els noticed. bus Hol sd 
on 03 % 30N2eno190 e Sd n 0 101 
i» Net a 5 I hope, adher 8 Py. us * om 
55 mg le; ut leſs, Care 18 continually taken | 
ip inſirud bur FOR in the true Princi- 
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ples fi our diſſent; and fince 9 
ſeldom comes in view, in peateable And 
quiet times; numbers of the more pofte 
part of our young gentlemen ſee no dif- 
ference between the ſervice of the church 
of England and that of the Piſſenters, 
except ſuch as, to outward appearance, 
is in favour of the former; and ſeeing 
it to be, withall, a more faſhionable, 
ſplendid, and leſs expenſive mode of re- 
ligionz itis no wonder that many of them, 
who think and reflect very little, ſecretly 
incline to it, and are ready to celan 
favourable opportunity of going over to 
it; eſpecially as it may be done without 
ay” wand a, en | without notice. 
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Wich us a great dolls too much Apt 


vpo the merit and abilities, or rather 


the popular talents only, of « our miniſters. 
In theſe circumſtances,” it is very Attle 


chat can be gained, but a great deal that 


may be loſt; and I believe it is fact, that 


for one perſon who is brought over to us 


by the reputation of any good preacher 


among us, there are ten that leade us 1 
ee A diſguſt with our bad ones. Ir 
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; Hhebvdrbeſt- preachers among us, and 
_ th6ſe-who have the moſt popular talents 


(which are very rare among mankind) 
barely keep up the numbers of their con- 


| er nere for a conſiderable time, they 


an boaſt what very few can do; and many 


locieties might be named which are 


dwindling to nothing, under preachers 
whoſe'! compoſitions: are excellent, and 


whoſe delivery is much above mediocrity. 


The temporary increaſe of particular ſo- 


5 cletles in London is only at che ex penceof 


others; and this ſhifting from place to 
place makes it the more eafy for them to 


ſHift into the urch, or geen at a 


Fons 11 HI. 18 


It is eettaltly: 3 to b n 


eats! With ſo many ſolid advantages as 


the rational diſſenters, at leaſt, think them- 
fel ves poſſeſſed of, with reſpecteto the 
Purity of chriſtian faith, and their 
Freellom from che ſuperſtition and enthu- 
Raſin char diſgrace ſo many other ſects of 
Tels eng they! Mould be deſtitute of the 


cinen requiſite for the growth, and 


woche continuance of any ſectoor ſo- 
Uety whatever Bur cee 
189qgs 52a 3s lin dowd dsiſthing 
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wt 


* edillenting basel i(befidesi its hors : 
favourable to civil and religious liberty) 
can only be truly valuable as the cauſe of 


truth and virtue, or as far as it is ſubſer- 
vient to the genuine purity of chriſtian 


doctrine and diſcipline. With reſpect to 


the former, I, as one of the denomination, 
cannot but think we have great adyan- 
tages; but with reſpect to the latter, J I, 


thoughone of them, am ſenſible that we 
are greatly deficient ; and as a friend to the 


cauſe of truth and liberty, I moſt earneſtly 
wiſh that ſomething may be thought of, 
_ yours ebe ſupplying the, a 
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5101 am afraid thee the cletunBences of 


things among us are net favourable, to 

the introduction of the diſcipline I 3 
been recommending. Indeed; it is almoſt 
univerſally eaſier to eſtabliſh a new; Heir 
ety, than reform an old one; eſpecially 


one of à long ſtanding. IL have not the 


leaſt doubt, however, but that arne 
hriſtian 8 will at length appear, 
free 
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: mebelry beſt preachers among us, and 
_ th6ſezwho have the moſt Popular talents 
(which are very rare among mankind) 
barely keep up the numbers of their con- 
gregadtions, for a conſiderable time, they 
2 boiſt hat very few can do; and many 
Tocieties might be named which are 
dwindling to nothing, under preachers 
Whöſe compoſitions are excellent, and 
Whoſe delivery is much above medioctity. 
The temporary increaſe of particular ſo-: 
cieties in London is only at the expenceof 
others; and this ſhifting from place to 
place makes it the more eafy for them to 
"tho inte th the church, or innen, at laſt. 
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| It is exttairily: 1515 to be rant 
| at wick o many ſolid advantages as 
the rational diſſenters, at leaſt, think them 
fel ves poſſeſſed of, with reſpecteto the 
purity of chriſtian faith, and their 
Freedom from the ſuperſtition and enthu- he 
Bafnathar diſgrace ſo many other ſects of 
rekgieng they: Mould be deſtitute of the 
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fovontable to civil and religious liberty) 


can only be truly valuable as the cauſe of 
truth and virtue, or as far as it is ſubſer- 
5 vient to the genuine purity of chriſtian 


docti and nene With reſpect it, 


nar ethic we kane avon ade 


tages; but with reſpect to the latter, I, 


though one of them, am ſenſible that we 


are greatly deficient ; ; and as a friend to the 
cauſe of truth and liberty, I moſt earneſtly 


wiſh that ſomething may be thought of, 


and _ towards ſupplying the deren 
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1 am afraid this the cixrinBances of 


chings among us are not favourable to 


the introduction of the diſcipline I have 


been recommending. Indeed; it is almoſt 
univerfally eaſier to eſtabliſh, a New; Heir 


ety, than reform an old one; eſpecially 
one of à long ſtanding. L havenot the 


leaſt doubt, however, but that,a,me 
hriſtian church will at length appear, 
free 
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; "30 0 0 all corruptions in —.—.— or 
diſcipline, when its doctrines will be pure, 
and its diſeipline equally free from ri- 
gour on the one hand, and remiſſneſs on 
the other. I hope that this happy period 

ie adenneing apace ; and whether: any of 


Sigg dm ſerv bor a "baſis ech A 
church, or not; is of ſmall conſequence. 
Let ithe cauſe of truth, of virtue, and of 
Chriſt 3 * hoever | De We inftru- 
ments of Wt | R * R N 
. . d 1 cy - hd os „„ >: 1a; 


wt the mean time, A tar ſerious Dem 


— e dun of their Met wry 
it would be in vain to attempt the re- 
vival of the forms of church diſcipline 
with us, or, if this be judged inexpedient, 
let us however, revive the ſpirit of them. 
Let every member of our ſocieties conſider 
it as his duty to promote the proper ends 
of chem, and let his ability and oppor- 
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tunity be confidered. by him as the mea- 
ſure of his obligation to exert himſelf. 
Let us all, without diſtinction, walch 
over one ther with. a friendly con- 
cern, to check every thing that is bad, 
and promote every thing that is good in 
one another. Let miniſters imbibe from 
the ſpirit of their religion, and of their 
office, that intrepidity and . jindepen= 
dence of mind, which a regard to their 
ſituation in other reſpects would not give 
them. Let them, in the language of St. 
Paul to Timothy, give attendance to read- 
ing, to exhortation, to doctrine, If they 

cannot both command, and teach, let * 
however, be examples to believers, i in word, 
in converſation, in charity, in ſpirit, in faith, 
in purity ; that, taking. heed to themſelves, 
and to their doctrine, they may bath 2215 
ee and them that hear them. 
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1. A Catechiſm for Children aud Vivo Pond! 64. 


12. A Serious Addreſs to Mafters pf ham lies vim Fore | 


of Family Pra yer, gd. 
Fu Waadt he Principles and Conduct of the Pro- 


reſtant Diſſent 1 ath reſpecd to the Civil and Eegleſiaftical 


Conſtitution gland, the Second Edition, Is. 6d. 
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Wi the Preſs, and ſpeedily wilt be publ. 2 
"NEW Edition, ik enlarged, of. an Ef on the 


Firſt Principles of Government, and on the Nature a 
of Political, Civil, and Religious Liberty. 


1 Printed for "Pony Jonxsox, in Se. Paul's Church Yard. 
N Ven ao <: Alle gulf, - * Nr 
i 3 at the Interval of about two or three Mouths, 


(Under the Direction of Dr. PRIESTLEY) 
The THEOLOGICAL REPOSITORY ; conſiſting of 
Original Eſſays, Hints, r &c. calculated to il 
Religious ID. WE 
1. A TY Addreſ to Protein Diſtr as ſuch. By 
„Bite 18. 6d. Ws. r oy R | 
3 * 8 R 1 1 A. 


n a de 6. line 8th from the bottom, 
1 for by this, read of this,—p. 14. 1. 2d. dele of.—ibid, I. ro, 
= 2 , read ingenuous.— p. 26. 1. 3. from the bottom, 
EE of read as. 
1 ay.—P. 26. 1; 1. for cenſurers read cenfures.p, 29, Une 1. 
= 4. 77 50 abuſes.—p. 61, I. 8. for of origin read origin 1025 | 
= —P. 112. I. 14. read do not makeP. 2 1. 1. for ready read 
Mal =P: hy . 1 RON 4 fo * 
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